
Dear Woodburn Families, 

As winter weather approaches there is the possibility of schedule changes. In the 

event of a school closure or delay, the district will launch an emergency notification 

alert.  A recorded message will be sent via primary phone number to every parent in 

the district when schools are delayed or cancelled. You will receive this call at ap-

proximately 6:00 AM. The information is also available through local news media and 

the district website. 

Please notify the school office immediately if your child has a different than normal 

emergency plan in the event school closes early for any reason. Your child must have 

an emergency plan in place (and the office notified of the plan) if he/she is to do 

something other than his/her regular dismissal routine.  

Note: Snow routes are not the same as 2-hour late starts. If you live on a snow route, 

you have already been notified by the Transportation Department. In the event of a 2

-hour late start on any Wednesday, all elementary schools will dismiss at 3:30 instead 

of 1:10. 

Winter Break will be from December 20th to January 2nd. Students will return to 

school Wednesday, January 3, 2018. Have a wonderful winter break. 

If you ever have any questions or concerns, feel free to call me 833-5860 ext. 78221 
or email me at brian.graham@camas.wednet.edu. 
 

Make every day count! 

 

Brian Graham 

Principal 

WOLF 

School is closed for 

Winter Break from 

Wednesday, Decem-

ber 20th until January 

2nd, 2018. Students 

return on Wednesday, 

January 3, 2018. Have 

a safe and happy Win-

ter Break! 
 

Winter Wonderland Assemblies 

Thursday, December 14, 2017  

 

Two performances: 

Morning: Seating will begin at 9:10 a.m. 

and the show will begin promptly at 9:20 

a.m. 

 

Evening: Doors will open at 6:00 pm and 

the show will begin at 6:30 p.m.

mailto:brian.graham@camas.wednet.edu
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Please join us for Winter Wonderland, presented by our P.E. and Music 
departments. Winter Wonderland is an original program of music and 
movement inspired by the beauty of the season performed by the 5th 
grade classes and the Woodburn Choir at Woodburn Elementary School . 
 

Winter Wonderland will be performed on Thursday, December 14th. We 
will have two shows. The morning school assembly, seating will begin at 
9:10 a.m. and the show will begin promptly at 9:20 a.m.  

 
The evening performance, on that same day, doors will open at 6:00 pm 
and the show will begin at 6:30 p.m. Both performances will about forty 
minutes in length.  Please join us for some holiday cheer! 

 

 Do you want to  

help your fourth grade child with  

recorder but don’t know how? 

You are invited to the  

Fourth Grade Parent Recorder Night 

Thursday January 18th at 6:00 p.m. 

In the Music Room 

If you don’t have a recorder, one will be provided 

Come for an hour of learning and fun with your child! 
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Does your youngster 
prefer to read alone, 
with family members, 
or in the company of 
friends? With these 
ideas, he can do all 
three this winter.

Choose themes
Encourage your 

child to read more by 
coming up with wintry 
themes for choosing books. 
For example, he might name 
“ice-skating” or “penguins” and pick out 
a biography of an Olympic skater or an 
adventure tale set in Antarctica. After he 
finishes each book, he can write the title 
on a paper snowflake and tape it to a wall. 
How many snowflakes can he hang up?

Discuss poetry 
On a snowy day—or any day—read 

winter poetry together. Get a volume 
like It’s Snowing! It’s Snowing! (Jack Pre-
lutsky) or Winter Bees & Other Poems 
of the Cold (Joyce Sidman). Boost your 
youngster’s reading comprehension by 
talking about the poets’ word choices. 

“I heard that!”
Good listening skills 

will help your child do well in every 
subject. Here’s an active way to prac-
tice. Choose a common word (also, 
because), and read a newspaper or 
magazine article aloud to her. She has 
to listen closely for the word—and do 
a jumping jack each time she hears it.

The importance of loyalty
It may seem easier for your youngster 
to stay quiet when others say unkind 
things about a friend. But explain that 
speaking up shows loyalty, and it’s the 
right thing to do. Help him brainstorm 
what to say, such as “That would really 
hurt his feelings” or “You’d be upset if 
someone said that about you.”

Let’s wash our hands
Hand washing is one of the best ways 
for your child to stay healthy—and 
to avoid spreading germs. She could 
make a poster by writing and illus-
trating the steps: 1. Wet. 2. Lather. 
3. Rub 30 seconds. 4. Rinse. 5. Dry. 
Have her hang her poster in the bath-
room to remind herself, and other 
family members, to wash properly.

Worth quoting
“A problem is a chance for you to do 
your best.” Duke Ellington

Q: What goes through towns and 
over hills but doesn’t move? 

A: A road. 

Winter readingSHORT 
NOTES

JUST FOR FUN

Coping with stress
Whether your child is stressed about a test or 

worried about a disagreement with a friend, try 
these strategies for helping her cope.

 ● Name it. Have her say what, specifically, 
is making her feel stressed. Maybe she’s afraid 
she’ll forget everything she studied or she doesn’t 
know what to say to her friend.

 ● Focus on solutions. Help your youngster think of ways she could relieve 
some pressure. She might review her study guide one last time the morning of 
the test or write a note to her friend saying she misses her and wants to play.

 ● Think positive. Remind your child of tests she did well on or ways she 
resolved problems with friends in the past. Suggest inspiring phrases she could 
say to herself, such as, “I know I can do it!”♥

Why did Prelutsky write “the air is a sil-
very blur”? What did Sidman mean by 
“the sun’s pale wafer”? 

Read with friends
Your child can see friends over winter 

break and practice reading at the same 
time by forming a book club. They might 
pick a chapter book to read, then meet to 
discuss it and enjoy a related snack, craft, 
or game. Or they could each bring a differ-
ent picture book and take turns reading 
aloud. Idea: Suggest that they keep their 
club going all year long!♥

Camas School District Elementary Counselors
Caring, Quality, & Growth
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Your child’s 
memory is like a 

muscle—the more he uses it, the stron-
ger it will be! Here are two fun ways to 
strengthen his memory of what he hears 
and sees. 

1. Recall numbers. Randomly name 
four numbers, such as 17, 36, 
54, and 98. Can your 
youngster repeat the 
numbers back to you? 
Try again with five num-
bers, then six, and then 
seven. Talk about what 
strategies he uses to 
remember. Maybe he 

recites them in his head or relates them 
to numbers in his life—perhaps your 
house number is 54 or your phone num-
ber ends in 98.

2. Remember details. Together, look 
at a photograph for one minute. Put it 
away, and take turns asking each other 

questions about it. Exam-
ples: “How many trees 
are there?” or “Who is 
wearing a striped shirt?” 
Try again with a new 
photo—your child is 
likely to look more 
closely this time and 
recall more specifics.♥

What a memory!

Independent me
The end goal of parenting is to work 

your way out of a job. You want to teach 
your youngster to spread her wings and 
eventually take care of herself. Consider 
this advice. 

Let her try. Out of habit, you might 
do tasks that your child could do for 
herself. If you’ve always done her laun-
dry, for instance, you may not realize 
she’s able to do it on her own. Show 
her the steps, and see how she does 
with it for a week. If she isn’t quite 

ready, work alongside her a 
few more times until she 
can handle it herself. 

Resist “fixing” it. 
Your youngster proba-
bly won’t make her 
sandwich or pack her 
overnight bag exactly 
the way you would. 
But she will feel more 
independent if she 
does it her way. If she 
struggles, offer gentle 
support. Say she’s try-
ing to put a big batch 

of leftovers into a small container. You could set out a bigger 
one, and suggest that she try again.♥

Fit volunteering into your schedule

Q: I work odd hours, but I still want to pitch 

in at my daughter’s school. What are some 

options?

A: Any time you spend volunteering will 

help the school and show your child that 

her education counts. 

Get in touch with her teacher about becoming a 

volunteer. She may have jobs you can do at home, such as 

stapling together student-made books, or tasks that could be done 

during the school day like decorating bulletin boards. Don’t forget to check with 

her “specials” teachers, too. A PE teacher may appreciate a hand organizing equip-

ment after school, while a music teacher may love assistance making props for the 

school musical. 

Finally, touch base with the school office and the PTA for other possibilities. 

They’re sure to have ways you can help when your schedule permits.♥

Sticky-note math
My sons love games, but it’s hard to 

find ones they can play together that 
aren’t too easy for my older one or too 
hard for his little brother. At a recent 
school math night, I discovered a game 
that’s just right for both boys.

First, I 
wrote 10 
addition 
problems 
on yellow 
sticky 
notes for 
my younger 
son and 10 mul-
tiplication problems on green sticky 
notes for my older one. Then, I stuck 
the notes around the house. 

To play, the boys race around to grab 
one sticky note at a time, show it to me, 
and say the answer. If they answer cor-
rectly, they keep the note. If not, I hold 
onto it for more practice later. The player 
with the most notes at the end wins.

My little one was happy that having 
different problems gave him a fair chance 
to win—and both boys got a chance to 
work on the math they’re learning.♥
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UPCOMING EVENTS! 
 

Board Meeting – All Welcome 
December 8 | 1:30 PM 

December Birthday Table 
December 8 | Lunch 

Staff Appreciation Holiday Event 
December 19 

Winterhawks Hockey Night Fundraiser 
January 19 

General Meeting 
January 23 | 6:00 PM 

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE! 
 
Woodburn PAWS has a new and improved 

website! In order to receive PAWS communi-

cations, volunteer sign-ups and other PAWS 

(and Woodburn) related information – 

you’ll need to sign-up at www.woodburnpaws.org.  

It only takes a few minutes! 

DECEMBER:  UPDATES & NEWS 

www.woodburnpaws.org   

www.facebook.com/WoodburnPaws               

president@woodburnpaws.org 

2017/2018 PAWS Board 

Nicole Hergert, President   Lisa Ackerman, Vice President   

Jennifer Keen, Communications Chair Christina Dawson, Volunteer Chair     

Richard Anthony, Fundraising Chair  Allison Callan, Secretary  

Nicole Marsenich , Co-Treasurer   Kelly Woodward, Co-Treasurer   

Emilee Stewart, Co-Events Chair  Melissa Heuser, Co-Events Chair 

Track Us! 

KEEP CLIPPING! 
 

Keep clipping those 

Box Tops! The next 

classroom competition 

will be February 5-9, 

2018 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Current volunteer opportunities on the 
PAWS website are listed below. Click here to 
sign up (you must be registered on the web-
site to sign up. 

• Birthday Table (Monthly Dates) 

• Staff Appreciation Holiday Event  
 

 

PASSIVE FUNDRAISING 
 

Fundraise for Woodburn while during your 
routine shopping!  

 
AMAZON SMILE — All funds earned 

through this program will go directly 

toward funding our Integrated Art Program! 

Click here for information. 

FRED MEYER REWARDS — Each 

time you shop and use your Rewards Card, 

you help Woodburn earn a donation! Click 

here for information.  

LABELS FOR EDUCATION LAYING AROUND?  

The Labels for Education program will end for 

good this year. If you have any of these labels 

(found in the past on Pepperidge Farm, Camp-

bell's Soup, V8 and Swanson's products), 

please send them in so that we can be credit-

ed before the program ends.  

GIVING TREE UPDATE 
 

A heartfelt thank you to all who helped 

make this season special for Woodburn 

families. If you didn't make it to school in 

time to grab a tag, but you'd still like to 

contribute, there are still a few needs that 

benefit our student body directly. 

1. Granola bars (no nuts please) or nutra-

grain type bars - these are discreetly given 

to the students who would otherwise not 

have a snack during the day. There is no 

district budget for the purchase of these 

snacks, so all donation driven. 

2. Underwear for the health room - some-

times our littlest wolves have accidents 

and need a clean pair of underwear to 

continue their day with comfort and confi-

dence. Again, no line item in the budget - 

all donation driven. (Elastic-banded pants 

are also appreciated...hand-me-down 

quality is a-okay!) 

http://www.woodburnpaws.org
https://woodburnpaws.membershiptoolkit.com/Volunteer
https://woodburnpaws.membershiptoolkit.com/volunteer/14705
https://woodburnpaws.membershiptoolkit.com/volunteer/18605
https://woodburnpaws.membershiptoolkit.com/amazon
https://woodburnpaws.membershiptoolkit.com/fredmeyer


Woodburn is registered with AmazonSmile! 

All funds earned through this program will go directly 

toward funding our Integrated Art Program! 

This link: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/46-2856481 

must be used every time you shop so that Woodburn 

receives credit for your purchase.  

1. If you already have an Amazon account, sign in and it 

will prompt you to select your charity 

2. Search for:  

Parents Association of Woodburn Students  

3. Confirm your selection! 

That's it! Simply continue to make your Amazon purchas-

es through smile.amazon.com and Woodburn will bene-

fit every time you complete an order. Share with your 

family and friends too! 

Remember Woodburn when shopping on Amazon this season! 

Holiday Staff Appreciation 

It's time to show our thanks and appreciation to our 

amazing Woodburn staff. On Tuesday, December 

19th PAWS will be treating our staff to a holiday 

celebration.  

 

Please sign up to bring treats and/or purchase a $5 

beverage card (to be given to each staff member.)  

 

We appreciate your generous support!  

 

Questions: president@woodburnpaws.org 

 

Click the below link to sign up:  

https://woodburnpaws.membershiptoolkit.com/

volunteer/18605

Woodburn 5th grader, Parker Susi-Sorenson 

Woodburn Elementary School’s yearbook 

committee wants to make sure that all 

student groups are well represented in our yearbook. 

Please help us make this volume a success by emailing us 

photos that you have taken at school events.  

Perhaps you have photos related to: 

• Special, in-classroom projects  

• First Day of School 

• Evening performances 

• Class field trips  

PAWS-sponsored events (have a photo of your kids watch-

ing the fall movie? Send it!) 

All school-related photos are welcomed and will be consid-

ered for publication!  

 

Please send photos to: woodburnyearbook@gmail.com  

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/46-2856481
mailto:woodburn.paws@gmail.com
https://woodburnpaws.membershiptoolkit.com/volunteer/18605
https://woodburnpaws.membershiptoolkit.com/volunteer/18605


Coming Soon…
 
We’re still a new school and therefore a new PTO, but the PAWS group feels like the timing is finally 
right to take on a SCHOOL CARNIVAL, set for May 19, 2018! 

Carnivals are an annual tradition at our neighboring district elementary schools and we’re excited to 
bring one to Woodburn…and…we need your help!

Food Vendors Can you recommend local food vendors who would be interested in working at our 
event that evening?

Carnival Games Are your carpentry skills top notch (or even middle notch)? We’re starting from 
scratch and would love to be able to create some of our own carnival games to be used for years to 
come.

Entertainment Vendors (bounce houses, face painting, etc.) Have you used entertainment ven-
dors whom you would recommend for elementary-aged kids?

Auction Items We will be holding an auction on the night of the carnival as well, a fundraiser for 
our PAWS Integrated Art Program. Do you work for a company that would be willing to donate to 
our auction event? The donation would be tax-deductible.

And lastly…ADVICE!

For many of us, Woodburn is all we know…which means we don’t have a lot of experience with 
school carnivals! If you’ve had positive or negative experiences at your previously attended school’s 
carnivals, let us know! What were your kid’s favorite things to do? Which events did they skip? What 
would they really enjoy at the Woodburn carnival? Please don’t be shy – we’d love to hear your opin-
ions, advice, etc.

Your PAWS group is excited for this new adventure and look forward to seeing all of those smiling 
faces in May at the carnival. We thank you in advance for your support and advice!

Contact Nicole Hergert at president@woodburnpaws.org with communication regarding any 
of the above items.

Thank you!



Students will be doing a recorder unit after Christmas.  

Recorders are available in blue, pink, green and bone white. 

  

Recorders are not required but highly suggested. 

Additionally, the recorder book “Do It, Play Recorder” is available for $8.00. 

This book includes a CD and though not a requirement, would be very helpful for your child. 

 

Please return payment and below order form to Mr. Ainley before December 8th. 

 

RECORDER ORDER FORM 

 

Child’s Name: 

 

Recorder Color Choice:                Blue                Green                Pink                Bone White 
 

    Recorder $5.00 

    Book  $8.00 

    TOTAL 
 

 

 

PAYMENT:        Cash   Check          Please write check number here:  ________________ 



Come support Woodburn Elementary School and 

the Winterhawks on Friday January 19th as they take 

on Swift Current in the VMC! $5 from every ticket 

sold goes back to your school!!

Purchase tickets at: http://bit.ly/2kQSrLY

Promo Code: Woodburn

Group Meal Deal

Add a hot dog and 22oz. 

Soda $10

Special Group Discount

http://bit.ly/2kQSrLY

