
We are off and running at Woodburn Elementary, with over 475 
students this year! The start to the school year has been filled with 
making new friends, meeting new teachers, and learning new skills. 
On the first days of school, all of our students experienced the Way 
of the Wolf training. Our staff teamed together sharing with stu-
dents how to be respectful, responsible, and safe throughout all 
areas of the school. We’ve had a great start with quality learning 
and respectful behavior throughout the school.     

This past week we kicked off our Wolf Pride month-
ly character themes. Wolf Pride focuses on devel-
oping strengths of the heart, will, and mind. 
Throughout the year, students will learn about the 
thinking heart, growth mindset, gratitude, self-
control, purpose, optimism, grit, curiosity, zest, and 
celebration. In September, we are learning about 
the thinking heart. Join us at home by asking your 
child questions about the thinking heart. For exam-
ple, how can we show that we care about what people say?  How 
can we show that we care about how people feel? At Woodburn 
we know the importance of academic standards and we also value 
the importance of developing the whole child.  

Once again, this year we have a school wide theme to promote 
excellent attendance, “We come to school every day, because eve-
ry day counts”.  Attendance is essential to a student’s success in 
school. Most subjects are taught in sequence, requiring under-
standing of each concept in the order of its presentation. Paper and 
pencil assignments can be made up but the instructions and learn-
ing activities cannot.  Please support our “every day counts” initia-

tive by stressing the importance of regular on-time attendance. 
This can be reinforced by planning vacations and appointments on 
weekends, holidays, and after school hours whenever possible. We 
value your child’s learning time and pack the day full of learning 
activities. Our partnership with you is critical in making every day 
count! 

On Thursday, November 3rd, we encourage you to join 
us for Literacy Night. Literacy Night will be an oppor-
tunity to learn more about the resources in our new 
reading and writing curriculum ReadyGen.  Additional-
ly, we will have a variety of interactive stations for you 
to explore online literacy applications available to your 
students.  We hope you can join us for evening of liter-
acy, learning, and family fun. 

For parents of 4th and 5th grade students, you will be 
receiving your child’s Smarter Balanced test results 

from 2015-16. Students will be bringing their assessments results 
home in a sealed envelope on Friday September 23rd. I would en-
courage you to read through the information for interpreting your 
child’s results.  If you ever have any questions or concerns, feel free 
to call me (360)833-5860, ext 78221 or email me at  
brian.graham@camas.wednet.edu. 

 

Every day counts! 

Brian Graham, Principal 
Twitter: @WESBGraham 

“We come to 
school every 
day, because 

every day 
counts.” 

WOLF 

mailto:brian.graham@camas.wednet.edu
https://twitter.com/WESBGraham
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Reason 

#1

The right stuff 
Washington’s state learning standards in 
English language arts and math, and the 
aligned Smarter Balanced assessments, are 
designed to prepare students for college,  
work and life.

Reason 

#7

Educator resources 
Using the Smarter Balanced assessment 
system, teachers can access resources in a 
digital library and use periodic, or interim, 
assessments to help track and support  
student progress throughout the year.

Reason 

#3

Connected to classroom 
The test matches the skills and content 
students are learning and practicing in the 
classroom every day. Each grade level has 
clear, prioritized goals that describe what 
students should know and understand by  
the end of the school year. 

Reason 

#4

Closing gaps
The assessments help identify achievement 
gaps and allow school districts and the state  
to place resources where they are needed  
the most.

Reason 

#5

Testing is just one measure
State testing is one of several indicators, 
in combination with report cards, teacher 
feedback and classroom work used to  
create a complete picture of a student’s 
progress in school. 

Reason 

#6

Ties to higher education 
Washington’s universities, college and 
community colleges use high school  
students’ Smarter Balanced test scores  
for course-level placement. 

Reason 

#2

Real-world skills 
The standards and assessments focus on real-
world skills such as problem solving, critical 
thinking and writing. Students are asked to 
do more than fill in the bubbles on a multiple-
choice test. They now have an opportunity 
to show their work, write and explain their 
answers as part of the testing process.

Reason 

#8

Teacher involvement 
Washington teachers have been involved 
every step of the way in developing the 
Smarter Balanced assessment system, from 
developing test items, to setting achievement 
levels, to vetting digital library materials.

Reason 

#10
More accessible 
The Smarter Balanced tests are designed to 
accommodate all students, including those 
with disabilities and English language learners.

Reason 

#9

Quicker results 
In spring 2016, individual student testing 
scores were available to districts within two to 
three weeks of students completing their year-
end, or summative, tests. That helps teachers 
improve instruction.

TOP 10 FACTS ABOUT WASHINGTON’S K-12 LEARNING STANDARDS AND ASSESSMENTS 

State Learning Standards & Testing



Parents can find bus rules on our transportation page under “Bus Rules.”  Also under “Helpful Tips” are the in-

structions for calculating Early Release Wednesday, Late Start and snow days. If you have questions about your 

child’s bus stop or bus schedule, click: 

http://elink.camas.wednet.edu/elinkrp/Students/BasicTransBoundarySearch.aspx 

You will need to put in your full address, as if addressing an envelope.  It works best 

if you use all caps. Hope this helps with questions you may have about bus routes 

and arrival/departure times.   

This is for parents who would like to pick up their child in the express car line on a daily basis.   

You will need to fill out the information sheet in the office.  You will get a pass that goes in your window so 

our staff can see it when you drive up.  More passes can be given if there are multiple cars or students are 

in a carpool. 

Please pull as far forward as possible when you arrive for pick up to help expedite the process and avoid 

traffic congestion in the street. 

Please stay in your car.  Your student will get in/out on the passenger side of the car for safety. At the end of 
the day, stay in your car.  A staff member will walk your child to your car.  Please do not call them over – we 
want to ensure that they do not run or get in an unsafe situation without an adult walking them over.  Also, 
if you get out of your car you will be unable to pull forward which will back up the traffic flow. 

 
After your student is loaded you can safely be on your way!  You stay dry, younger kids never need to get un-

buckled, and the traffic keeps moving for a quick dismissal for all! 
 

Can I pick up other car pool students? 
 Yes. As long as this is specified on the form in the office you can have a car pool 

pick up your student or you can pick up car pool students.  This must be ar-
ranged ahead of time. 

What if my end of day plans change? 
 Please let the office know by 3:00 (360-833-5860)   

Can I get multiple passes for multiple cars? 
 Yes, that is something that you can request on your form in the office. 

http://elink.camas.wednet.edu/elinkrp/Students/BasicTransBoundarySearch.aspx


PLEASE JOIN MR. GRAHAM FOR COFFEE AND 

CONVERSATION 

  

Friday, September 30th  

9:15AM to 9:45AM 

Please RSVP to Martha in the office so we know how  

many parents are attending. 

Thank you! 

Dismissal Notes:  Parents, when emailing or sending a 
note regarding a change in dismissal plans for your 
child, please be sure to include your child’s first and 
last name, as well as the first and last name of the stu-
dent who your child will be going home with. 

Also, please remember we have over 480 students so if you need to change your student’s dismissal 
plan please communicate those changes with the office BEFORE 2:00 P.M. so we have time to get the 
new dismissal note/plan to the teacher and student. 

Thank you for your cooperation with these requests.  It makes dismissal time run smoothly. 

Email dismissal changes to:  anna.smith@camas.wednet.edu and martha.sutliff@camas.wednet.edu 

Anna Smith 

Student Services Coordinator 
Woodburn Elementary School 
833-5860, ext. 78057 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/SkSKv_IxNKvBT1oqEcn8GA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRZwVFmP0EIAOvV3rqSYtZXA3NwY1gEAAAAAEIKAAPmHeBX9xLBmVIfTWFydGhhLlN1dGxpZmZAY2FtYXMud2VkbmV0LmVkdQlRBAAAAABEdWh0dHA6Ly9kb2NzLmdvb2dsZS5jb20vYS9jYW1hcy53ZWRuZXQuZWR1L2Zvcm1zL2QvZS8xRkFJ
mailto:anna.smith@camas.wednet.edu
mailto:martha.sutliff@camas.wednet.edu


Help us stock the Woodburn Clothing Closet and Nurse’s Cabinet! 

Donations of children’s clothing (clean, gently-used condition) are needed throughout the year. In addition to 

clothing, please consider donating a package of girls or boys underwear…accidents happen! 

Melissa Dolan, Woodburn’s school counselor, can assist students and parents needing access to the Clothing 

Closet.  Mrs. Dolan can be reached at (360) 833-5860 Extension 79145,  

or melissa.dolan@camas.wednet.edu.   

 

Able to volunteer to help keep the closet organized throughout the year? Please 

contact Melissa. 

Sweat pants and shirts (in order to fit many different 

body types) are most useful for the health room’s pur-

poses! Having your child keep a spare change of clothes in  their backpack would also be helpful 

if there is an ongoing concern. These items will be utilized in an emergency only situation, not 

to facilitate a wardrobe change. Your donation is appreciated! Thank you! 

Thank you! 

Order packets will be sent home with students 
New photographer: Dorian Studios 
On-line order code below 

mailto:melissa.dolan@camas.wednet.edu


Tuesday, September 27, 2016 

6:30 p.m. 

 

NOTE: This program requires annual re-enrollment. 

If you signed up last year (Thank you!), you’ll have 

to repeat the steps below for this school year. 

Your Routine Shopping at  Fred Meyer Can  Sup-
port Woodburn’s Success! 

Support Woodburn Elementary when purchasing 
your routine items including groceries, clothing, 
school supplies, and other necessities –  
AT NO COST TO YOU! 

Income from the Fred Meyer Community Rewards 
shopping directly impacts our students through the 
funding of teacher grants, educational resources 
and PAWS-sponsored community-building events 
(such as Movie Night, 5th Grade Celebration, etc.). 
Anyone can link their card to Woodburn – grand-
parents, aunts, uncles, neighbors! 

STEP 1. If you don’t have a Fred Meyer Rewards 
Card, you will have to get one in person at the 
store. If you do have a FM Rewards Card, proceed 
to Step 2. 

STEP 2. With your rewards card number handy, 
set up an account. Go to: https://
www.fredmeyer.com/account/create 

Follow the instructions to set up an account. 

STEP 3. Link your account to Woodburn. Go to: 
https://www.fredmeyer.com/account/
communityrewards/enroll 

Enter Woodburn’s enrollment number: 88659 

Select “Woodburn” and the hit the “Enroll” button. 

YOU’RE FINISHED! THANK YOU! 



We are working on finding “good fit “ books to borrow. Kindergarten through 2nd are learning to be 
responsible in taking care of their loaned books and returning them on time. 3rd - 5th are reviewing the 
policies and procedures of our library and digital tools. We’ve added several new books to our collec-
tion. Students may place a hold on a new title in our catalog. 
 

WES Library Search   Login with user name: first. last (registered name); password: wolves 
 

Fall Book Fair  
Our Fall Book Fair will be on October 24th - 28th in the library from 11:30 - 4:00. We will be having two 
Grand Books and Breakfasts on Monday the 24th for 3rd - 5th families and Wednesday the 26th for K - 
2nd families. Our online fair runs from October 19th - November 8th. Book Fair Flyers and Breakfast res-
ervation forms will be coming home in about two weeks. Thank you for supporting our book fair and li-
brary programs. 
 

Let Go My Legos! 

The library will gladly accept unneeded lego bricks and base plates for our upcoming Lego Wall. “Setting 
aside a dedicated makerspace in a school, demonstrates for students that using this area for creating, 
making, tinkering, and exploring is a valued practice that is available for them.” https://
rockislandtechie.com/2015/06/09/the-idea-behind-a-school-makerspace-and-its-benefits-for-students/ 
 

Wolf Adoption! 

It’s time to renew the adoptions of Ukiah and Merlin, our wolves from Wolf Haven. The students are 
bringing in their quarters. These funds help pay for their food and medical care at the wolf sanctuary. 
Go to wolfhaven.org for more information. 
 

Be part of our Curious Board! 

    ·Use World Book online to create questions or share facts about an animal. 
·    Share your facts along with a picture and bring it to the library with your name and room # 

 
How to get to our Worldbook Online: 
·    Go to our Woodburn website under Schools on the Camas School District Page 

·    Pulldown student sites 

·    Click on Worldbook Online 

 Username:  csdworldbook 

 Password:   camas117 

https://goo.gl/VISSZw
https://rockislandtechie.com/2015/06/09/the-idea-behind-a-school-makerspace-and-its-benefits-for-students/
https://rockislandtechie.com/2015/06/09/the-idea-behind-a-school-makerspace-and-its-benefits-for-students/


October 17-21, 2016 

Box Tops for Education® is one of 

America’s largest school earnings loy-

alty programs and provides Woodburn Ele-

mentary families with an easy way to participate in fund-

raising. Our first Classroom Box Tops Competition will be 

October 17-21, 2016. Send clipped Box Tops labels to 

school with your child any day that week...the class with 

the most tops earns a special event!  

Each unexpired Box Top label is worth .10 for our school.  

It may not seem like much - but it adds up! 

Note: Our school also collects "Labels for Education." While 

these labels are not part of the competition, feel free to 

send those in with your child as well! 

Tuesday, Sept. 27, 2016  |  6:00 p.m. 

Featured Guest: The Lizard Man 

The first PAWS General 

Meeting will feature guests 

from The Lizard Man to wow 

the kids while parents briefly 

meet about PAWS plans for 

2016/2017.  

Child care provided. Join us! 

Tuesday, October 4th 

Visit Downtown Camas Burgerville  
between 4pm-8pm (drive-through too!) 

 

Enjoy an evening dining out with your fami-
ly and your Woodburn community! 
 
 
10% of all sales will be donated to  
Woodburn!  

 

SALE ENDS SEPTEMBER 21! 

Our sale ends on September 

21, 2016. Envelopes/

payment are due back that 

day. 

Make sure that your child’s 

Collection Envelope is filled 

out and returned with either 

payment (cash/checks) or 

the unsold book. Checks should be made payable to 

“Woodburn PAWS”. 

 If you buy more than one book, they will be sent home at 

the end of the two-week sale. If you sell only one book 

please keep the book that is in the envelope. For your child 

to be eligible for prizes, we must have all money (with the 

checks written out correctly) by September 21, 2016. 



PAWS (Parents Association of Woodburn Students)  |  www.woodburnpto.wordpress.com  | 
woodburn.paws@gmail.com 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS! 
 

 Movie Night 
September 23, 2016 

 Aug/Sept. Birthday Table 
September 23, 2016 

 General Meeting 
September 27, 2016 

 Dine-A-Round 
October 4, 2016 

 Box Tops Competition 
October 17-21, 2016 
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OPEN POSITIONS 

A PAWS Pause 
The Newsletter of the Parents Association of Woodburn Students 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK! 

     Woodburn PAWS 

 

 

We can’t do this without help!  We have parents who volunteer an hour for an event; 

and we have parents who meet monthly to help determine the direction of 

PAWS.  All levels of support are welcome!  Remember, you don't do anything 

alone...we all work together! Co-leads are welcomed - grab a neighbor or friend! 

 
 

OPEN BOARD POSITIONS 

Fundraising Chair 

Co-Treasurer 

 

OPEN LEAD POSITIONS (EVENTS) 

Movie Nights Lead (Sept and Jan) 

BINGO Night Lead (February) 

Fall Hike (TBD) 

Jingle Mingle (December) 

Ice Cream Social (Spring) 

Family Read Night (TBD) 
 

September 2016 

OPEN LEAD POSITIONS (FUNDRAISING) 

Fun Run Co-Lead (Fall) 

Dine-A-Round Lead 

Big Box Store Donation Lead 

Affiliate Program Lead  

 

OTHER 

Mascot Lead 

Website and Social Media Lead 
 

 

 

BUDDY BENCH 
UPDATE 
 

Thank you to all who donated to 

the CMTA/Buddy Bench 

campaign last May! Your 

contributions allowed us to donate 

generously to the CMTA and 

purchase Woodburn’s Buddy 

Bench. The bench is here and is 

being prepped for installation!  

More information on the bench 

unveiling will be shared soon! 

 
 

 

 

WELCOME BACK TO SCHOOL! 

Your PAWS (Parents Association of Woodburn Students) board and supporters 

eagerly welcome you back to school! Within this newsletter is a quick rundown of 

some upcoming activities and events along with some PAWS-specific information. 

We look forward to another great year here at Woodburn! 

COMMUNICATION NOTE 
An email with the September PAWS events went out to those on our contact list 

today (we don't have access to Camas School District's contact information - we can 

ONLY send email communication to those who have submitted their info to us via 

volunteer forms or other PAWS forms). If you didn't receive this email, but would 

like to, send your contact information to: communications@woodburnpaws.org 

and we'll add you. If you did receive the email and would prefer not to, you can 

easily "unsubscribe" using the button at the bottom of the email or send us a 

message asking to be removed.  

 

Thank you! 
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State Learning Standards & Testing
What are “learning standards”?
The Washington State K–12 Learning Standards defi ne 
what all students should know and be able to do at 
each grade level. 

Why do we need them?
Rigorous learning standards require students to think 
critically and creatively about content—rather than 
memorize it—so they are ready for careers, college, 
and life after high school.

Which content areas have 
learning standards?
• English Language Arts
• Mathematics
• Science
• Social Studies
• The Arts
• Educational Technology
• Health and Fitness
• Integrated Environment and Sustainability
• World Languages 
• English Language Profi ciency

How are they developed?
Learning standards are carefully developed by content 
experts from across the state and nation, with input from 
educators, parents, and the public.

How often are the learning 
standards updated?
The standards are updated periodically to ensure they 
are aligned with the evolving expectations of colleges 
and the workforce. 

Why do we have state tests?
Achievement data for students, schools, districts, and 
the state help educators improve instruction. Testing 
scores help them decide which teaching practices and 
materials best support student understanding of the 
learning standards. The scores are used to improve 
instruction. The results identify where students are 
doing well and where they need additional support in 
order to meet grade level expectations.

Student scores also give families valuable information 
about how well their child is doing and where additional 
help might be needed.

Statewide testing is important because it helps ensure 
all public school students, no matter where they go to 
school, receive a quality education.

Are they required?
State and federal laws require students to be tested in:

• English language arts and math: 
Grades 3 through 8 and high school

• Science: Grades 5, 8, and 10

To see which tests are required for high school 
graduation, please visit www.WAtesting.com.

Learn
more!

Learning Standards 
bit.ly/StateStandards 
or email CoreStandards@k12.wa.us

Learn
more!

State Testing 
www.WAtesting.com 
or email StateTesting@k12.wa.us


