
Common Core Standards/ Smarter Balanced Testing for Woodburn 

There is no doubt that you may have heard the term Common Core somewhere, whether it 

was at school, a PTA meeting or the soccer field. The term Common Core refers to the 

Common Core Standards that Washington, and forty-four other states have adopted.  With 

the new Common Core standards comes a new assessment tool called the Smarter 

Balanced Assessments. The Smarter Balanced Assessments are being developed to assess 

the Common Core State Standards in math and English language arts and will replace the 

current MSP assessments.  This spring schools are being given the opportunity to field test 

the new assessments. This allows assessment and education experts to make sure the tests 

are fair and the questions work the way in which they are intended. In Camas, several 

schools applied and were accepted for Field Testing. . Schools participating in Field Testing 

the Smarter Balanced Assessments are Grass Valley Elementary, Woodburn Elementary, 

Liberty Middle School, Skyridge Middle School, and the 9th graders at Hayes Freedom High 

School. 

These schools will be piloting Common Core Implementation along with the Field Testing. 

Because students will be taking the Smarter Balanced Assessment they will not be taking 

the Reading, Writing and Math MSP Tests. The schools will still take the Science MSP.  

Because the field test is a trial-run of new items and the test-delivery system, there will be 

no scores for individual students, schools or districts. Rather, performance on individual 

items by students in many states will help determine how the new tests are put together 

and what scores will be needed to “meet standard” once the tests are used statewide in 

2015. Although students will not receive scores, families should encourage their children to 

do their best. 

Starting in the spring of 2015, all of Washington’s students in grades 3‒8 and 11 will take 

the new Smarter Balanced Assessments in math and English language arts. The purpose of 

these tests is to measure whether students are on track to be college or career ready after 

high school. By participating in the Field Tests the Camas School District will be better 

prepared to support students in 2015. We’ll receive logistical information related to 

administering the tests prior to them actually counting with student scores. Students will 

gain experience taking the assessments. For the schools that aren’t Field Testing, students 

will be exposed to the sample assessment items that can be found at the link below. 

For more information about the Smarter Balanced tests and to try out a practice test 

yourself, please visit www.k12.wa.us/smarter. More information about the Common Core 

may be found at www.k12.wa.us/corestandards. Learning for the Future, Common Core 

Standards .  Check the Camas School District website for additional information. 


