
CAMAS SCHOOL DISTRICT MIDDLE SCHOOL HI-CAP PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

Starting in the fall of 2014, Liberty and Skyridge middle schools will be implementing some changes to 
our sixth grade Highly Capable (or Hi-Cap) programs due to changes in Washington State law.  Hi-Cap 
is synonymous with “gifted” programs in other states. The following is the new definition of Highly 
Capable for our Camas students: 

 WAC 392-170-055: Highly capable students are students who perform or show potential for 
 performing at significantly advanced academic levels when compared with others of their age, 
 experiences, or environments. 

 Outstanding abilities are seen within students’ general intellectual aptitudes, specific academic 
 abilities, and/or creative productivities within a specific domain. These students are present not 
 only in the general populace, but are present within all protected classes according to chapters 
 28A.640 and 28A.642 RCW. 

Students who are highly capable may possess, but are not limited to, these learning characteristics: 

 Capacity to learn with unusual depth of understanding, to retain what has been learned, and to 
transfer learning to new situations; 

 Capacity and willingness to deal with increasing levels of abstraction and complexity earlier than 
their chronological peers; 

 Creative ability to make unusual connections among ideas and concepts; 
 Ability to learn quickly in their area(s) of intellectual strength; & 
 Capacity for intense concentration and/or focus. 

PROGRAM GOALS 

Gifted learners need a faster pace and an opportunity to explore concepts at a deeper level than is 
offered through the standard curriculum. They also need interaction with their intellectual peers. With 
this in mind, the goals of the middle school Highly Capable program are: 

 To identify students who have high intellectual, academic, and creative thinking ability.  

 To provide differentiated instruction appropriate to the needs of gifted learners.  

 To place students among their intellectual peer group.  

 To develop in students a sense of self, life-long learning, quality production, and critical/creative 
thinking abilities.  

 To engage in ongoing evaluation of students' progress and placement.  

 To provide appropriate staff development opportunities to maximize teaching effectiveness in 
providing for the academic and social/emotional needs of gifted learners.  

 To engage in ongoing program evaluation and revision. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL HI-CAP PROGRAM DELIVERY MODEL 

Starting in 2014, 6th grade Hi-Cap students will be placed in specialized language arts and/or math 
classes, depending on their eligibility, with other Hi-Cap students.  This is not a cluster mode like in 
elementary school or our former middle school Pre-AP program.  Hi-Cap classes will be 
homogeneously grouped with students who have also met the rigorous Hi-Cap requirements. For Hi-
Cap math, students will cover two years of standards with the goal of taking Algebra in 7th grade and 
Geometry in 8th grade for high school credit.   



CURRICULUM 

Hi-Cap classes will follow the Common Core State Standards at an accelerated pace. Additionally, they 
will emphasize: 

 critical and creative thinking processes  
 communication, organizational, study, research, and quality production skills  
 group processes  
 decision making  
 problem solving  
 affective/emotional development  
 self-direction and accountability 

IDENTIFICATION AND SELECTION PROCESS 

During the nomination window, anyone (parents, teachers, friends, family, acquaintances, members of 
the community, etc.) may refer a student for consideration. Once a student is nominated, the Multi-
Disciplinary Selection Committee (MDSC) will review a student’s application. The MDSC is made up of 
administrators, teachers, and program staff.  The MDSC determines placements based upon test 
scores and space available, as well as teacher recommendations, and any supporting data supplied.  

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

1. Above the 90th percentile in the mental ability composite score, or 
2. Above the 95th percentile in the achievement composite score and any mental ability subtest in 

an academic area above the 90th percentile. 
3. Private testing: IQ above the 95th percentile. 

PLACEMENT 

 Placement is made by the MDSC using the Washington Administrative Code (State Law).  
 Students meeting the placement eligibility criteria are ranked through a process which combines 

achievement and mental ability scores.   
 Students are ranked and placed until the class enrollment cap is reached.  Students are then 

ranked in the same manner on waiting lists.   

APPEALS 

Students may also be placed through the appeals process, in which the MDSC examines 
documentation for students whose test scores did not meet the criteria but for whom other evidence 
exists of high ability, a need for program placement, and a high probability of success.  

TIMELINE 

May 16  Application Deadline  
May 19 & 20  Cognitive Abilities Testing for students with no prior or recent scores 
June 30  Placement notifications mailed home 
August 8  Appeal request deadline (notify school Principal)   


