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Lacamas Families,
What a beautiful time of year! I love the fall: the colors, weather, and
activities…there is so much to enjoy! Here at Lacamas, students have
settled in their classes and as a community we have enjoyed several
events together. Thank you to all our families who joined us for our Harvest
Carnival, supported our Sport-a-thon and Human Carwash, provided input
for our Parental Involvement Policy at our PIE with the Principal, set goals
at your child’s Parent/Teacher Conferences, and all the many other ways
we’ve worked to support our kids this fall. This is an amazing community!

I want to extend a special “Thank You” to our PALS group. This devoted group of volunteers brings
so much to our community. Their planning, support and dedication to our students and community is
instrumental in creating the positive, kid focused culture we have here at Lacamas. It is a pleasure
working alongside them.
This year, our Theory of Action is focused on building our intervention strategies to meet the needs
of our students. We are committed to our kids’ academic, social, and emotional growth. Through our
professional learning, teachers are investing together through the Collaborative Cycle of Inquiry to
identify learning needs, set goals, deepen our knowledge, and implement research based strategies
to impact both student and professional growth. We are enriching our learning through targeted
training with our new literacy curriculum, ReadyGEN, and math curriculum, Bridges.
We are committed to providing quality education and desire to partner with families and promote high
achievement for all students. Our Fall Family Learning Night, Title Reading and Math Night, PIE with
the Principal, monthly PALS meetings and Parent-Teacher Conferences are a few ways we partner
with our families and gather input for the good of our kids and school. Thank you to all who have
supported with your input for our kids and community. To read our Parent Involvement Policy, visit
the link on our school website. Hard copies of our School Improvement Plan and Parent
Involvement Policy are available in our front office.
Our efforts are stronger together and our best outcomes are realized through our vision for each and
every student, family and staff. Thank you for all your support to make this such an amazing
community!

Investing Together; Inspiring Today; Impacting Tomorrow!
Sincerely,
Julie Mueller
Principal

Lacamas Heights Elementary
4600 NE Garfield St, Camas, WA 98607
(360) 833-5740

http://schools.camas.wednet.edu/lacamasheights/

November 2016
Mon

7

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

2

3

4

8

9

10

11
No School

PALS Meeting
6:00 - 8:00 PM
(Library)

NED
Assembly
9:15 AM

14

15

16

21

22

23

17

29

30

18
Family Movie
Night
6:00 - 8:00 PM

24
No School

28

Veteran’s Day
Assembly
2:30 - 3:15 PM

25
No School

No School

Human Car Wash With
Our Super Heros!

HARVEST CARNIVAL

HARVEST CARNIVAL

HARVEST CARNIVAL

Leopard Tracks

November 2016 Issue

A special THANK YOU to all
the volunteers who:
 Helped to provide dinner for our teachers

during Parent / Teacher conferences!
Helped to setup, oversee games and

clean up at our Harvest Carnival!
We could not have done these events
without your support!!
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Join us for Family Moving Night
Friday November 18th - 6:00 - 8:00 PM
Doors Open at 5:30
Entry to Movie is Free
Snacks & Refreshments will be
available for $1.00 each.
Raffle prizes will be available
for purchase.

Disco Bowling with
Mrs. Moran
We were recently able to celebrate our underhand throwing and rolling units with disco
bowling! We will now focus on overhand
throwing and then move on to controlling a
ball with our feet. We will be playing several
kicking, dribbling, and shoo%ng games before
assessing these skills in November.
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Angel Tree
The Angel Tree program began three
years ago to help support Lacamas
families in need during the holiday
season. After Thanksgiving break, a
tree with tags will be set up in the
main office. Families will have an
opportunity to choose tags from the
tree, gift wrap their items, and deliver
the gifts to the office so they can be
delivered to our families before winter
break. All information is kept
confidential.

Families that are interested in receiving
support can contact Katie Knoeppel,
school counselor at:
Katharine.knoeppel@camas.wednet.edu
or 360360-833833-5740.

Dates to Remember:
November 18th – Deadline to sign up for holiday support
November 28th – Holiday tags are available in the main office
December 12th – Last day to deliver gifts to the main office
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Read N Quiz is Up and Running
For All 2nd Through 5th Graders!
Read n Quiz is a great incentive reading program where students take comprehension tests on
books they have read. There are different amounts of points earned depending upon the length
and difficulty of each book read. The program keeps track of their scores and assigns points
according to their accuracy in answering the questions. Therefore, the tests should be taken
independently without help from others or the book.
We will be holding a “store” called the Bookworm Bazaar at the end of each trimester where
the students can “spend” the points they have earned. The district funds accounts for all 2nd
through 5th grade classes. Many of the titles available are not ”good fit books” for the reading
levels of K-1st but we would love our little leopards to have an opportunity to have points to
spend as well. I will be working with the K-1 teachers to find appropriate ways for their
students to earn points such as turning in their 20/20 reading calendars. We’ll let you know
more details about that shortly.
The students have access to Read n Quiz here at school but they can also access it from home!
Just go to the Lacamas website and under Student Sites go to Library. Once you click there,
you will see a link to Read n Quiz. The username is the first letter of their first name and the
first 4 letters of their last name(so mine would be llouc). The password is their room #.
Have fun! Keep reading! And remember….Readers are Leaders!
Mrs. Loucks
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Title Reading with Mrs. Woodson
In Title, all grades are working on sight words. Sight words are tough because most of
them have to be memorized by sight because they don’t follow the spelling ‘rules’. Here
are the sight words we are working on in Title reading:
First Grade
are, like, on, no, with, why, then, her, here, had, his, not, it,
you, my, where, yes, do, to, went, we, she, in, he, go, after, here
Second Grade
there, out, with, they, that, then, your, make, went, we, one, were,
where, this, you, their, of, was, to, saw, know, she, he, how, said
Third Grade
whole, laughed, thought, through, though, right, course, aren’t, inside
long, almost, another, turn, we’re, used, listen, ready, during, while, started
Learning sight words can be difficult. It’s best to only do five or so at a time. Some ideas
for teaching them to your child are: flashcards (great for car rides and/or before or after
dinner for 5 minutes), being a word detective and finding the sight words in the stories
your child reads, using the sight words orally in a sentence, and then writing the sight
word in a sentence.
Free Learning Apps for First & Second Grades
Endless Reader, Gopher Finder, and ABC Tracer
Free Learning apps for second, third, & fourth grades
Super Duper StoryMaker, k12 Timed Reading & Comprehension Practice
Please let me know if you have any questions!
Jennifer Woodson
jennifer.woodson@camas.wednet.edu
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A “Note” from Mrs. LaValley
Hello Families!
It has been a wonderful start to the school year, and I am enjoying being here three days
a week teaching music to your children. One of the cutest things about teaching music at
the elementary level are our sweet kindergarteners! They love to sing and dance and
play instruments. Recently we just "inished our animal unit where each week we focused
on a new animal and all the fun poems, songs and dances that correlated with each one.
Students loved to help set up our barn each music class, and a couple of highlights over
these past few weeks were the Chicken Dance and galloping like a horse to music!
Anytime you are here volunteering at school please come and join your child in music
class. We’d love to have you visit!
There are a few upcoming performances in November and December and we’d love to
have you join us and celebrate the hard work that your children have done preparing for
them. November 10th at 2:30 p.m. all 1st, 4th and 5th graders will be honoring our
Veterans by singing for our Veteran’s Day Assembly here at Lacamas. Please have your
children wear a shirt that is either red, white, and/or blue on November 10th. Another
great performance will be at the Camas Hometown Holidays event on December 2nd.
The Lacamas Heights Choir will be singing and playing handbells for this event! We have
over 45 students from 3rd-5th grade in choir this year and they are hard at work every
Thursday morning before school preparing for this fun event.
One more thing...4th grade families, it’s almost time for our recorder unit!!! Please be on
the lookout later this month for the newsletter/order form for a recorder! Recorder
Karate is the program I use to teach recorder, and your children will become a master
player by the end of the year!
If you have any questions or comments I’d love to hear from you. The easiest way to
contact me is via email.
Musically,
Shelley LaValley
shelley.lavalley@camas.wednet.edu
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Volunteer of the
Month!
Each month PALS will be selecting a volunteer of
the month to thank with a Starbucks gift card for
their dedication to Lacamas Heights.
For October we would like to recognize and thank:

Nicole Brown
Thank you to all who volunteer time and energy to
help make Lacamas a wonderful place for our
children to grow and learn.
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Stay Connected!
Lacamas Heights Website
http://schools.camas.wednet.edu/lacamasheights/
Lacamas Heights PTO Website
http://lacamaspals.weebly.com
Like the Lacamas Heights PTO on Facebook to get
regular updates and reminders about all Lacamas
Heights events.
https://www.facebook.com/LacamasHeightsPALS
Email
lacamaspals@hotmail.com

Yearbook Photos
We need your photos of classroom
activities, school events, field trips,
etc. for the school yearbook!
Our photographers can’t be everywhere so
help us get as many great photos as possible to
create a terrific yearbook.
Send photos to: lacamasyearbook@gmail.com
and provide information about each photo and
the grade level of the students in the photo.
Sending in your photos is great way
for your child to be seen in the yearbook!!

Remember Fridays
are Lacamas’ Spirit
Day!!
Every Friday, show your spirit for Lacamas!!
Wear your Lacamas shirts, or anything in
purple or gold!
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Thanks For Sending
In Your Box Tops!
Thanks everyone for saving and sending in your Box Tops and
Labels for Education labels during the month of October! We
had a great number of labels turned in from all classes and
raised $573.00. The class with the most labels was Mrs.
Blair's room with 621 box tops returned. We will have another
class competition in February 2017!!

Remember continue to clip and save in your Box Tops
and Labels for Education to earn money for Lacamas!

Your Holiday Shopping Can
Help Raise Money for
Lacamas!
There are ways you can help raise money for Lacamas when you
do your everyday and holiday shopping! Some local and national
merchants give a percentage of proceeds back to Lacamas for
every purchase you make.
•

•
•
•

Shop at Amazon.com and use our Affiliate link available on our
website at: http://lacamaspals.weebly.com/amazon-affiliate.html
Link your Fred Meyer rewards card to Lacamas.
Link your Red Robin Royalty reward card to Lacamas.
Link your Escript.com account to Lacamas and shop online
and/or link their merchant loyalty cards to your account.

Camas MST Magnet Program

Annual
CEF Phone-A-Thon
November 15-17, 2016
6:00 to 8:00 PM nightly

Please answer the
call and donate to

empower students
and teachers to
innovate, extend
and inspire !

Go Fourth Summer Reading

DFE Visual Thinking Strategies Camp
CHS “The Art of Music”
Youth Ambassadors Program

Science Olympiad
Heart zone System for PE

Mock Trial Club

Lego Robotics Club

Children's Literature Festival

Internet Safety Expansion

Holocaust Studies

Real Care Babies

HBTV Production

FIRST Robotics

Missoula Children’s Theater

Middle School Robotics

Robotics in Space

Elementary Science Olympiad

Early Intervention Tools

Skyridge Network News

Literacy through Music

Art Van-Go!

Ignite Mentorship program

Alternative Energy

Poetry Alive

Band For All

Artist in Residence

Life Skills Employment

Mad About Science

Elementary Coding & Robotics

Bringing History Alive

Building Prosthetic Hands with

Battle of the Books

3-D Printer

When you give to CEF, you directly invest in opportunity, growth and a strong future for our community .

2017 CAMAS SENIORS GRAD NIGHT TEAM
presents

HOLLY

DAYS

and

PANCAKE
BREAKFAST
with

Santa

BAZAAR
SATURDAY, DEC 3
9AM-3PM

LIBERTY MIDDLE
SCHOOL
1612 NE GARFIELD ST, CAMAS, WA

BREAKFAST & PICTURES
WITH SANTA 9AM-11AM
FACE PAINTING & SANTA’S
WORKSHOP 9:30AM-12:30PM

POTENTIAL VENDOR?

TO REGISTER EMAIL TARA URBANEK AT
HOLLYDAYS2016@COMCAST.NET

Proceeds go towards the drug & alcohol free
Camas Seniors 2017 Grad Night Party.

