LACAMAS HEIGHTS ELEMENTARY

Leopard Tracks
Dear Lacamas Families,

February 3, 2015

Can you believe that February 11th marks our 100th Day of school? Where does the time go?
Our Lacamas students have been busy growing academically, socially, and physically. We are
proud of our Leopards!
This year our schools Theory of Action centers on building our Teaching Practices,
Assessments and Professional Learning Communities (PLC). We are committed to growing as
professionals so we do our best for our kids’ learning. Walk into any classroom and you will see
students engaged in a variety of lessons and activities that are focused on standards with clear
learning targets. Our students are reading, problem solving, creating, thinking, questioning,
connecting, inferring, evaluating, analyzing, and determining importance. They are participating in whole group, small group,
pair-share, and independent learning opportunities. We believe in growing as a community to support our students’ growth.
As a family, you can support your child’s learning by providing consistent time for homework and reading together.
Homework helps students practice skills, develop responsibility, learn how to plan and organize, manage time, prioritize
choices and much more. Research suggests that students spend ten minutes per grade level for homework. For example, a
first grader might spend 10 minutes practicing their math and sight words, where as a fourth grader would set aside 40
minutes for their homework practice. To help reduce the homework hassle, establishing family routines helps make
homework time go more smoothly. Ideas to consider include:
 Finding a location where homework will be done
 Setting up a homework center where your child has pencils, pens, paper and other supplies they might need
 Establishing a schedule that works for your family and child (a third grader might do better with dividing their time
into two 15 minute sessions over one 30 minute chunk)
 Consider simple incentives (first complete….then you can …..)
 Building in breaks and choice
 Look for support:
 Time for Kids: Homework Helper
 Khan Academy
 Scholastic Parents: Homework Help (on their website select the tab for specific grade levels)
Another way to support your child’s learning is to devote time to reading! The more your child reads, the better reader they
become. This can be time set for your child to read independently or time spent reading together. The key is to make
reading enjoyable. Research supports the benefits of reading aloud to kids from toddlers to teens! Time spent reading builds
comprehension and vocabulary skills, fluency and grammar usage, while reading aloud provides opportunities for
discussion and critical thinking, and improves student’s written, oral, and listening skills. In fact, I recently read an article that
provided evidence about the benefits of reading to your child frequently: students work harder, have more confidence, make
right choices in friends, and have better attitudes about school. The time we spend now setting aside time for reading and
homework will benefit our kids for years to come.
We’re already more than half way through this year, so remember to support your child’s learning by setting aside time for
homework and reading. Time goes by too quickly!

Mrs. Mueller

Julie Mueller
Principal

Lacamas Heights Elementary
4600 NE Garfield St, Camas, WA 98607
(360) 833-5740
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January Character Education Awards
Congratulations to the following students who will be given Character Education Awards at the assembly
on February 4th. The character education trait for the month of January was "Perseverance".

Kindergarten
Maya Fisher
Cole Gilbert
Thor Brody
Brayden Logan
First Grade
Ryle Irwin
Sawyer Mason
Rylee Johanson
Aaron Miller
Jhac Clark

Second Grade
Kylee Dowd
Liam Curl
Maycie Glover-Cox
Will Corey
Elizabeth Hannah

Fourth Grade
Alexandra Johnson
Riley Ojord
Alexis Gable
Andrew Sample
Cody Elliott

Third Grade
Alexius Gabel
Zach Roberts
Jose` Cuadros-Vanoye
Camber Williams
Kiera Connell
Izzy Cunningham

Fifth Grade
Tierra Chick
Tyler Cheng
Stephanie Mathwich
Gage Barber
Emily Kovalenko
Covey Stark
Maggie Wood

AR Store—March 17th
The next AR store will take place on Tuesday, March 17th. Students who
have earned at least 10 points (5 points for K-1 students) may come into
the library during lunch recess to explore the store. AR points are earned
when students take comprehension tests on books they’ve finished. Not
only do students have opportunities to take AR tests at school, but they
may also log in at home to take tests.
You may access the AR website by going to the Lacamas Heights home page. Under the Student Sites
tab click on Library. Students will need to know their user name and password to take tests at home.
Happy Reading!

It’s the last Box Tops submission of the school year! Our school will be sending in the Box
Tops we’ve collected by February 28th. Our goal this school year is to earn $1500. We
earned $913 in December. You can help us reach our yearly goal and make our April
earnings check big by sending in your Box Tops this month. This is the last classroom
competition and your last chance to help our school earn cash this school year through
Box Tops.

Once we send in all our Box Tops, our school will receive a check from Box Tops for
Education™ in April. If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at
jillfies@gmail.com.
Thanks for your help this school year!
Jill Fies, BoxTops Coordinator

Mark your Calendars
Lacamas Annual Spring Dance
Dr. Seuss theme
March 6th 6:30 - 8:30pm
Food, Dancing, and Fun for the whole family!

Sasquatch Books
The Sasquatch Award is a Washington State award given annually to books written for 4th
through 8th graders. The award winner is selected by the children of Washington State. 12
books are nominated, and each year at Lacamas Heights students in 4th and 5th grade are
eligible to read the books and in March vote for their favorite. The winner is announced in
April. The nominees this year are:

Fake Mustache

Puzzler’s Mansion, The

Adventures of Beanboy

Have a Hot Time, Hades!

Something To Hold

Wonder

Red Thread Sisters

Shadow on the Mountain

Deadweather and Sunrise

Lincoln’s Grave Robbers

Grave Robber’s Apprentice, The

Three Times Lucky

Book Exchange
When
Facebook has changed the way they show their

users posts, and if you want to make sure you do
not miss a post from PALS, hover over "LIKED" on

February 20th during lunch recess

Where
Lacamas Library

the PALS Facebook page and click "Get

What

Notifications."
https://www.facebook.com/LacamasHeightsPALS

Gently used books that students are finished
with and do not want back

How
Students can bring up to 5 books. If you bring 5
books, you can take 5 new to you books! If you
bring 2 books, you can take 2 new to you books.

Volunteer of the Month
Each month PALS will be selecting a volunteer of the
month to thank with a Starbucks gift card for their
dedication to Lacamas Heights.
For January we would like to recognize and thank:

Tonya Murphy
Thank you to all who volunteer time and energy to
help make Lacamas a wonderful place for our
children to grow and learn!

Lost &
Found
Parents, please remember to put your child’s name
or at least their last name, on their coats, lunch
boxes, water bottles, or anything else they might
lose track of while at school. This will allow us to
return these items to the proper owner. If your
child has any missing items, please check the lost
and found rack.

Open 2015/2016 PALS Positions
The Lacamas PTO group is currently seeking parents to fill open positions on the PALS Executive
Board for the 2015-2016 school year. If you are interested, contact PALS at
LacamasPALS@hotmail.com and/or attend our March 19th General Meeting.
Positions can be shared with a friend and/or be done at home – we are flexible and we allow you
to choose what works best for you.

Treasurer
The treasurer shall receive all funds of the organization, make permanent record of receipts and expenditures, and pay
out funds in accordance with the approval of the executive board. He or she will present a financial statement at each
meeting and make a full report at the end of the year. This position is also responsible for driving the yearly budgeting
process.
Fundraising Chair
Research fundraising organizations and make decisions to meet PALS fundraising goals. The position is the lead for the
Sport-a-Thon, which is our major fundraiser for PALS. Advertise to parents, procure donations, run drawings,
determine volunteer needs, distribute prizes to students, supply tax deductible receipts when requested.
Communications Chair
Maintain the PALS website and Facebook page, create backpack fliers, and create monthly school newsletter to
communicate with parents about school events and announcements.

Yearbook Photos
We need your photos of classroom activities,
school events, field trips, etc. for the school
yearbook! Our photographers can’t be everywhere
so help us get as many great photos as possible to
create a terrific yearbook.
Send photos to: lacamasPALS@hotmail.com and
provide information about each photo and the grade
level of the students in the photo.
Sending in your photos is great way
for your child to be seen in the yearbook!!

Stay Connected!
Lacamas Heights Website
http://schools.camas.wednet.edu/lacamasheights/
Lacamas Heights PTO website
http://lacamaspals.weebly.com
Like the Lacamas Heights PTO on Facebook
to get regular updates and reminders
about all Lacamas Heights events.
https://www.facebook.com/LacamasHeightsPALS

SAVE THE DATE!
Our school is proud to partner with the American Heart Association
to help kids with special hearts! Mark your family calendars NOW
for our upcoming Jump Rope For Heart event taking place on:

Feb 16- March 13, 2015
You can help the American Heart Association by helping your child make a web page.
It’s safe, effective and saves YOU time by raising life-saving donations online.

Visit www.heart.org/jump and click on ‘Students Sign Up’ to get started today.
The American Heart Association's Mission: To build healthier lives, free of cardiovascular diseases and stroke.

Women’s Shelter Donations
From February 2nd-13th, Lacamas is holding a “travel or hotel size” toiletry drive to support a local
women’s shelter. Below are the list of items that can be donated. Donations can be sent to school with
your student or brought in to the donation box in the main office.








Shampoo & Conditioner
Toothpaste
Mouthwash
Shaving Cream
Soap
Toothbrushes and or toothbrush covers
Deodorant








Disposable Razors (men and women's)
Small packages of diapers of all sizes
Feminine Hygiene Products
Ear Plugs
Bath Towels
Single Fitted Sheets

Your Help Makes a Difference!

LACAMAS LEOPARDS
SPIRIT WEAR

Celebrate
Spirit Day every
Friday with
Leopard Gear!

ORDER FORM

Get geared up to celebrate Lacamas school spirit!!
Preorder your Lacamas Leopards Spirit Wear today! Spirit wear will be available
approximately 3 weeks after receipt of order form and payment.
Student’s name _____________________________________________________
Student’s teacher _________________________Room # ____________________
Parent’s name & Phone # _____________________________________________
Delivery to Classroom or Pick Up? (circle one)

Class

Pick up in Office

All regular apparel will have the same logo—purple leopard in yellow circle.

QTY

DESCRIPTION

COLOR

SIZE

PRICE

CHILD T-SHIRT

GOLD

S/M/L/XL

$12.50

ADULT T-SHIRT

GOLD

S/M/L/XL

$12.50

PURPLE/GREY S/M/L/XL

$26.00

PURPLE/GREY S/M/L/XL

$26.00

PURPLE/GREY S/M/L/XL

$26.00

PURPLE/GREY S/M/L/XL

$26.00

CHILD PULLOVER HOODIE
ADULT PULLOVER HOODIE
CHILD FULL ZIPUP HOODIE
ADULT FULL
ZIP-UP HOODIE

TOTAL

TOTAL OF ORDER
Any questions call Carolyn Langer 601-7998
Please return to your child’s teacher or to the main office.

(Make checks payable to PALS)

LACAMAS HEIGHTS YEARBOOK ORDER FORM
The Lacamas Heights 2015 Yearbooks are now available for ordering!
The cost of each book will be $15.00. You may order through either one of the following methods:
1) Pay by cash or check (made out to PALS) with this order form - return completed form and payment to the school.
Personalization and icons can only be ordered on line.
2) Order on-line at the following address: www.jostens.com Click on “Yearbooks”, then “Buy Your Yearbook”, then
select Lacamas Heights. There are a few more options for personalization, icons, protective cover, etc, for an additional
cost.
The deadline for ordering yearbooks has been extended

February 27, 2015

We need to know that you received this offer, so please return this form, even if you choose not to order a yearbook or
have ordered on-line. All students who submit orders and returned forms get a special surprise.
If you have any questions about the yearbook, please contact Sandy Connell at
lionoil@comcast.net
***************************************************************************************************

Will you be ordering a 2015 yearbook?
YES, I would like to order a yearbook, enclosed is my payment
YES, I have ordered my yearbook on-line
NO, I do not wish to order a yearbook.

Student’s Name: ______________________________________ # of yearbooks ordered: ____________
Grade (2014/2015 school year) _____ Teacher’s name: ___________________________ Room #:_______
Ordering Parent’s Name:
______________________________________________________________________________
Phone number: ________________________ Alternate number (optional):_________________________
Email address:
__________________________________________________________________________________
Please return orders to either the student’s teacher or the front office.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Office use only
Method of payment: Cash

Check

Check number _________, Date rec’d:__________

Order confirmed by: ____________________________________ on (date) __________________

