October 2017

Dear Helen Baller Families,
The first month of school flew by. It is hard to believe we are headed into
October. We had a great first month of school. I have enjoyed meeting all
Aaron Parman,
of the new students and families. It has been fun seeing all the returning
Principal
students after summer break. I have been visiting the classrooms
observing all the great things the students are doing. We are very lucky to
have such an outstanding group of kids. It is going to be a fantastic
school year.
Below are the Helen Baller Mission and Vision Statements. As a staff, we collaborated
to create them. The two statements guide the work we do at Helen Baller.
Helen Baller’s Mission Statement:
Our mission is to support all of our students so they can grow academically, socially
and behaviorally.
Helen Baller’s Vision Statement:
We believe all students can learn. Students are provided a safe environment with high
expectations for all. The key to success is the fundamental belief held by all staff
members that Helen Baller students are our kids. Not yours, not mine, OURS! As a
collaborative learning community, we develop lessons that are aligned with the
Common Core Standards and use instructional strategies to engage and meet our
students’ needs. We are committed to meeting all challenges with a positive attitude
and following the school rules of being responsible, respectful and safe.
This month the students and staff have been hard at work learning the school rules and
expectations. Everyone at Helen Baller is responsible for knowing and following the
common behavior expectations of being responsible, respectful and safe. In addition,
we teach the children the six Pillars of Character which are being trustworthy,
responsible, respectful, fairness, caring and demonstrating citizenship. The behavior
expectations and six Pillars of Character are posted around the school and taught to
the students throughout the year. We are working to create a positive school climate
that fosters cooperation, academic excellence, respect and safety. If you have any
questions about Helen Baller’s rules or expectations, please contact me.
Con$nued on next page

This school year the Camas School District has conference week for elementary
students during the week of October 23rd – 27th. Students will be released from school
at 1:10 every day that week. Classroom teachers will be contacting you in the near
future to set up a time for your child’s conference.
Picture Day is Friday, October 20th. I noticed many students have been practicing
their smiles!
I would like to invite you to Coffee and Conversation on Friday, October 27, 2017 from
9:30-10:30 in room 141. Ms. Candelore and I will provide coffee and pastries and it will
be an opportunity to discuss a few topics. This month’s topic are…
• Dismissal Procedures
• Helen Baller’s 2017-2018 School Improvement Plan Focus
• Our Parent and Family Engagement Policy
We value your input and look forward to seeing you!
I want to say thanks to all the families and community members for helping make the
start of the year a great one. If you ever have any questions or concerns, please
don’t hesitate to contact me in person, by phone or email.
Have a great October and go Packers and Wisconsin Badgers!
Sincerely,
Aaron Parman,
Principal

Safety First
Our Helen Baller community participates in monthly, school-wide safety drill practices.
All staff are provided with training for handling various school emergency situations
with student safety as our #1 priority. Systems are in place to account for the location
of each and every student during an emergency.
Our staff and students recently practiced a "lockdown" drill. We will practice drills that
lock down the school at various times throughout the school year. We have two types
of lockdowns. A full lockdown is the most serious where all students are brought into
secured areas, lights are off, and students are away from windows. A partial
lockdown is a cautious procedure where movement inside the building is allowed,
but outside doors are locked. Should you visit the school during an active drill, you
will find a sign on the front door indicating that we are in the middle of a practice.
Visitors will be unable to enter the building until the drill is completed.
We also have had our first fire drill. Students and staff did a great job exiting the
building. Everyone was accounted for and able to get back to learning within 9
minutes!
Our next scheduled practice will be an earthquake drill. Helen Baller will participate in
the "Great Shakeout" this month. (Due to scheduling of the Fun Run, we may practice
on a different day. The National Shakeout is scheduled for October 19th at 10:19.)
During this event, schools and institutions all around the world participate in an
earthquake drill. We practice the steps we would take in the event that an
earthquake happens during the school day.
Should an actual emergency occur, parents and families need to be aware that the
school phone system could be inundated with calls. We will utilize the district
emergency phone calling system, emails, and our voicemail to provide timely
information to parents. The district website will also have up-to-date information
about any events.
During an actual school emergency, a parent staging area will be set up where
families will be required to report and sign-out their children. This "Parent Reunification"
procedure is put into place to assure all students are accounted for. Students will be
released to parents/guardians in an orderly fashion once the immediate threat is
passed. This spring, we will be holding a "Parent Reunification" practice drill to help
inform our practices.
Parents wishing more information about school safety plans/procedures are welcome
to call and talk with Mr. Parman or Ms. Candelore.
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Awards at Helen Baller
At Helen Baller we have individual and classroom award opportunities throughout
the school year.
Chance tickets: are passed out by all staff to reward positive behavior. Teachers
have classroom drawings weekly and Mr. Parman does trimester drawings. Rewards
range from sitting in the teacher chair, hat pass, prize box, or an activity with Mr.
Parman.
Success Book: Students are invited to sign the Success Book with Mr. Parman at any
time and will receive a certificate, a chance ticket, and their name in the newsletter.
Pillar Award: Once a month one student from each classroom is nominated to
receive the Pillar Award for being excellent examples of our monthly character trait.
These students are sent home with a certificate and their individual picture is posted
on our Pillar Award Bulletin Boards for the whole school year.
Cosmo the Bear: The classroom award is Cosmo the Bear. He travels from classroom
to classroom. Classrooms are chosen by the students, Cosmo visits them for a week,
and then they pass it on to the next classroom.
Lots of opportunities to reward the positive at Helen Baller! Look for your child in
future newsletters.

Meet Cosmo

Mrs. Miller’s classroom received Cosmo for
exhibiting excellent assembly behavior.

The Traveling
Bear

Mrs. Echeverio’s class with Cosmo was
caught walking responsibly in the outside
hallways.

Success Book Roll Call
Below is a list of students who have signed the Success Book during the
month of September. Any Helen Baller staff member can have a
student sign the Success Book for being successful with academics,
behavior or work ethic. Several of the students signed the Success
Book multiple times, but I have only listed their name once.
Way to go Helen Baller Bears! We are proud of you!
Tristan Jenkins
Emily Ekstrom
Tyler Jones
Shay Parnell
Carter White
Miles Christensen
Erika Voiculescu
Dillon Erickson
Oscar Rabideau
Sam Hooser
Tyler May
Case Christensen
Makenna Lee
Odin Khamphilath
Jack Roberts
Terrell Jones
Collin Tautfest
Sian Chalfant
Isabella Folino
Zachary Higdon
Benjamin Scoll
Duncan McCarthy
Ryan Allen
Jayden Silva
Michael Wright

Noah Schilling
Susana Leytner
Taylor Hill
Connor Clark
Tovit Leytner
Blake Childreth
Ellie Neill
Mark Linchevskiy
Brandon Lin
Alondra Alvarez
Kai Rico
Ella Stellings
Gibby Phillips
Chris Hobbs
Jared Greenwood
Brooksley Kesmodel
Sam Hooser
Kellan Fischbach
Brody Zimmerman
Tori Minum
Claire Dewey
Vanessa Martinez
Kohl Acain
Spencer Bales
Gray Boys

Piper Youngblood
Logan Wilson
Eden Swanson
Alex Lyon
Bayleigh Hintz-Kelly
Larken Grimes
Knoxton Perry
Alec Fraser
Wesley Daane
Corban Fischbach
Evan Buck
Ben Scoll
Andrew Neil
Shyla Ilavarasan
Eduardo Alvarez
Campbell Gregory
Ayden Jones
Cohen Butler
Esti Ziesemer
Olivia Blackburn
Marko Ruddy
Liam Reid
Phoenix Rinta
River McCusker

Welcome back
students!
Edie Hagstrom
School Counselor

I wanted to introduce myself and share some upcoming events for the year. My name
is Ms. Edie and I have been with Helen Baller for 15 years. I am here to support the
social and emotional needs of our students and their families. I do everything from
classroom lessons to individual support. I help with everything from mental health
referrals to basic needs. Please call or email me at any time and if I cannot help
directly, I usually can find someone who can.
Contact Info: Email: edie.hagstrom@camas.wednet.edu , phone: 360-833-5720
This year, we will again be hosting the Giving Tree for the holidays. If you are someone
who needs support, call me or email me for information. It is never too early to think
about the Holidays!
I am also hoping to do a Boys’ Night Out and a Girls’ Night Out this year for 3rd and 4th
graders after the holidays. This is an evening event where we watch a movie, eat
pizza, and talk about bullying. Look for information to come.
Finally, Taproot Theatre will be visiting us on April 12th for an all school assembly called
“Alexandra and the Dragon.” This is a play about bullying prevention and friendship
making.
Home and School Connection
This year the elementary counseling team for Camas School District will be sending out
a monthly Home and School Connection newsletter. You will see it below. This is a
great resource on general and specific parenting topics, how to support your child at
school, and other fun activities to do as a family. Please read below for ideas on how
to make consequences work, fun activities to do with a pumpkin, and other parenting
tips.
Have a great October!
Edie Hagstrom, School Social Worker/Counselor
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