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Dear Helen Baller Families,

Wow! It is hard to believe we are heading into the last days of school. 
May was a very busy month with Smarter Balanced Assessments and 
Aimsweb testing. All of our students worked hard to do their best. We 
are very proud of them. If you have any questions about state or district 
testing, please don’t hesitate to ask me.

We are getting ready to create our classes for next year. The staff 
devotes a great deal of time and energy to this process so that a 
careful and thoughtful placement can be made for every student. Our 
goal is that every child is in the most supportive, challenging and 
successful environment as possible. Please do not pressure the teachers 
with placement recommendations.  It is not possible to honor specific 
teacher requests and still create balanced classrooms. The process we 
take to place students is very thorough and teachers work closely in 
teams to make the best placements for our kids. Class lists are not 
finalized until the middle of August to allow us to process new 
admissions, transfers, or withdrawals. Before schools starts, students will 
be notified indicating which classroom they will be in for the upcoming 
school year.

Baller Blast was a huge success this year! Thanks to Caryn Dewey, 
Jennifer Moses and everyone who volunteered to make the event an 
enjoyable experience for our community. Several students told me it 
was the best carnival ever! Seeing all the kids with their friends and 
families having fun is what it is all about. Thanks for making the Baller 
Blast a great event.

I would like to thank the staff, students, parents, volunteers, PTA and 
business partners for their outstanding partnership and effort in helping 
make Helen Baller Elementary a GREAT SCHOOL! It truly takes a commu-
nity to make a school outstanding! 

The last day of school is Wednesday, June 15. The kids will only be in 
school from 9:00 a.m. to 10:50 a.m. Please notify the office if your child/
children will miss school so we can count their absences as excused. 
Please return all school text books, library books, etc. before your child/
children leave for the summer. 

Thank you for your support this year. If you have any questions or con-
cerns please email me at aaron.parman@camas.wednet.edu or call me 
at 335-3000 ext. 78006. Enjoy the month of June and your summer.

Aaron Parman,
Principal
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Success Book Roll Call

Below is a list of students who have signed the Success Book during the month of May.  Any Helen 
Baller staff member can have a student sign the Success Book for being successful with academ-
ics, behavior or work ethic.  Several students signed the Success Book multiple times, but I have 
only listed their names once.

Way to go Helen Baller Bears!  We are proud of you!

Sarah Berson
Parker McCoy
Josephine McGraw
Ayden Jones
Kennedy Cody
Gage Reynolds
Sebastian Lee
Tori Minum
Owen Tuttle
Drake Hayes
Soren Flyckt
Hailey Kerker
Sydney Frisch
Isaiah Alger
Micah Hartley
River McCusker
Grant Baker
Armani Tonga
Jackson Collins
Piper Youngblood
CJ Moore
Gage Jensen
Haylee Cole
Brody Paulson
Felicity Ellston
Charlie Barr
Evan Buck
Olivia Wyena
Kinder Kesmodel
Ellie Neill
Ella Ziesemer
Corban Fischbach
Caleb Tedford
Tanner Ritt

Gace Morgan Lukens
Leanna Lapin
Zach Nelson
Kaleah Dewey
Kendall Williams
Sara Gerstler
Charrissa Lightsey
Layla Bingaman
Oliver Lance
Emily Heaward
Jackson Barnes
Rennen Rubano
Alex Lyon
Cade Lukens
Claire Dewey
Andrew Neil
Liz Minum
Rowan Delbosque
Taylor Hill
Jonty Houlding
Liam Wakimoto
Kyra Fassilis
Julia Parkson
Zachary Higdon
Sam Hooser
Fiona Robertson 
Jack Roberts
Larken Grimes
Cohen Butler
Brooklyn Senften
Tristenh Teso
Mark Linchevskiy
Ainsley Asbury
Elliot Bristol

Amelia Chamberlain
Presley Darling
Kate Bacher
Elena Arellano
Jaci Miller
Beckham Serhan
Stella Schiewe
Leila Bevins
Xander Jenkins
Joseph Wright
Naarah Hill
Vanessa Martinez
Duncan McCarthy
Hunter Voogt
Isabella Folino
Benton Schuchart
Chloe Hintz
Lily Collett
Maia Sampey 
Katherine Califf
Luca Folino
Harper Langston
Meadow Noble 
Joseph Sveen
Olivia Blackburn
Beckham Serhan
Carson Han
Liam Heimbach
Calia Rubano
Steven Leavitt
Bryce Vanvoorhis
Chistopher Houlding
Sam Hunt
Daniel Carter

Jenna Naron
Claire Gibson
Emma Chappell
Lauren Hood
Maddie Farmer
Thor Richardson
Megan Adler
Gemma Hawes
Blair McMahon
Estelle Jerome
Tiana Teso
Keegan Emberlin
Lydia Miller
Preslie Castillano
Zoe Weidner
Sawyer Kieft
Dyanna Vu
Hayden Erickson
Clara Overton
John Gundlach
Max McMahon
Jacob Barner
Conner Manning
Kendall Hale
Cassie Frisch
Jacob Barner
Max McMahon
Lucy Farland
Blake Nelsen
Kai Echeverio
Zeila Hayes



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
PTA General 
Membership 
Mtg @ 9:15am

Birthday Table

2 3
5th Grade 
District Track 
Meet (Doc 
Harris)

4

5 6
5th Grade 
Fun Day

7
Safety Patrol 
Field Trip 
(9am-2pm)

8 9
PTA Board 
Meeting
9am

Balladeer 
Performance 
6pm

4th Grade 
Play @ 2pm

10
Kindergarten 
End of Year 
Celebration 
@10am and 
2pm

11

12 13
Helen Baller 
FIELD DAY

14
5th Grade 
Promotion 
@2pm

15
LAST DAY OF 
SCHOOL!

10:50 am 
Dismissal

16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30
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Helen Baller PTA Calendar



Counselor’s News

Oh my, it is the end of the school year already!!

Keep Learning Going Over the Summer

Try to keep some learning activities going over the summer.   There are lots of things to do during the summer 
that can be fun, challenging, and full of learning.  Temptations are great for children to spend hours 
watching TV or playing video games, but, with a little thought and imagination, the summer can be a very 
rich time to build on the learning accomplished this past year.   Each summer a student isn’t learning can 
add up and have a long-term impact on overall performance in school.  

Summer is the perfect time for children to discover that learning can happen anywhere and not just in the 
classroom.  There are lots of resources available in bookstores, libraries, or on the computer to help families 
develop fun and exciting learning activities for the summer.   A simple search under “summer learning activi-
ties on the internet came up with several very good sites and options.  Check it out!  

School Holiday “Screen Time” Rules
Here are some fun rules to share with your child for how to manage screen time over the summer...

You may have as much time on the ipad/video game/TV as you like -- as long as ALL of these jobs have 
been done before you turn on the screen.

Have you: 
 -- Made your bed
 -- Had Breakfast
 -- Dressed
 -- Brushed your teeth
 -- Brushed your hair

 -- 20 minutes of reading

 -- 20 minutes of writing or coloring

 -- Cleaned up 1 room (Bedroom/TV room)

 -- Played outside for 30 minutes

 -- Made or built something creative (legos, craft, sand, etc.)

 -- Helped someone in the family (ask if there is a job you can do or think of something to be helpful)

Then after all those jobs are done, you can watch TV/play video games or the iPad as you wish!

Have a wonderful summer!

Edie Hagstrom - School Counselor
edie.hagstrom@camas.wednet.edu or 360-833-5720 ext 79150



June News

Camas Education Foundation 
approved MAJOR GRANT 

$10,000 in 2016-17 
to expand Camas School District’s 

Elementary Schools 
Coding and Robotics Program.

As of result of this grant, Helen Baller and Woodburn Elementary schools will offer 
a PILOT CODING PROGRAM using SCRATCH and Bombinibot Kits 

for 3rd and 4th Graders during the 2016-17 school year.  

Based on results, the program could be expanded 
across Camas Elementary Schools in future school years.

This is an additonal program to the current 
Lego Robotics programs in 2nd and 5th grade.

 

Meet	  Zola!	  

Zola	  is	  going	  to	  help	  the	  
students	  at	  Helen	  Baller	  
with	  anxiety,	  sensory	  
needs,	  fine	  motor,	  gross	  
motor,	  cognitive,	  and	  

social	  skills.	  Please	  ask	  
before	  petting	  Zola	  
because	  she	  might	  be	  
working!	  	   

Zola	  is	  a	  facility	  dog	  from	  Canine	  Companions	  for	  Independence.	  She	  
loves	  to	  play	  chase	  and	  get	  pet	  on	  the	  head	  and	  by	  her	  tail.	  She	  
loves	  to	  push	  doors	  closed	  and	  visit	  with	  her	  people	  friends.	  	  

Visit	  www.cci.org	  for	  
more	  information	  on	  
facility	  dogs.	  

Support Our School...All Summer Long!

Shop at Amazon and earn money for Helen 
Baller.  Simply start from the Helen Baller PTA 
AMAZON website link at www.helenballerpta.
org.  

Shop at Fred Meyer and a percentage of your 
purchases go to support Helen Baller. Register 
your FredMeyer Rewards at www.fredmeyer.
com/communityrewards and search for us by 
name or by our non-profit number 86503.  



June News

2015-16 5th Grade Legacy Art Project

This year the 5th grade students created fused glass tiles inspired by their favorite memories from 
elementary school. The memories were represented in a realistic or abstract design.  Each of the 5th grade 

teachers made a glass tile as well to become part of the finished work.  Once all the individual tiles were 
complete, they were thoughtfully arranged into four stained glass panels.  

These glass panels hold cherished memories for all of  Helen Baller to enjoy. 
 

  The project was made possible by funds from the Helen Baller PTA.  Artist and Helen Baller parent, Heather 
Christopherson, shared her knowledge and experience to co-create this work of art with the students.  

Steve Collett, Helen Baller parent, made the custom wood frames for the four panels.  
Thank you to the many volunteers and donations that made this project possible. 

Look for these beautiful glass panels in our school shortly!

JWR - Closed Beginning May 31

Beginning on Tuesday, May 31, JWR will no longer 
be an after school option 

for the remainder of this school year! 

If your child currently goes to JWR after school and 
you have not yet provided us a revised after school 

plan, please contact our office staff either by 
phone at (360) 833-5720 or email to 

michelle.morse@camas.wednet.edu.  
Thank you to those who have already submitted 

updated after school plans!

Any student that currently goes to JWR, and we do 
not receive an updated plan for, will be sent to our 
Camas Extended Day Program when school ends 

at 3:30 PM on Tuesday.

THANK YOU!

Helen Baller 5th Grade Ladies...

Are you interested in joining the 
Liberty X-Country Team?

There will be an introduction meeting 
on June 2nd from 6-7pm 
at the Liberty Commons.

Come join us to find out more....its a 
great way to make friends!

Photos taken by: Abby Pinedo (age 5 - Future Baller Bear Fall ‘16



June News
Free	  Summer	  Master	  Gardener	  Workshops	  

at	  Helen	  Baller	  Elementary	  School	  Garden	  

Open	  to	  students,	  their	  families,	  and	  the	  community	  
	  

	  

	  
	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

Immediately	  following	  each	  workshop,	  participants	  are	  asked	  to	  spend	  one	  hour	  helping	  to	  maintain	  the	  school	  garden.	  
Total	  workshop	  and	  service	  time	  is	  two	  hours.	  	  

Helen	  Baller	  Elementary	  School	  is	  located	  1954	  NE	  Garfield	  St,	  Camas,	  WA	  
98607.	  Meet	  at	  the	  front	  of	  the	  school	  and	  we	  will	  go	  to	  the	  garden	  as	  a	  group.	  	  

For	  more	  information;	  Erika.d.johnson@wsu.edu	  or	  360-‐397-‐6060	  x	  5738.	  

Extension	  programs	  and	  employment	  are	  available	  to	  all	  without	  discrimination.	  	  Evidence	  of	  noncompliance	  may	  be	  reported	  through	  your	  local	  
Extension	  office.	  	  If	  you	  require	  special	  accommodation,	  call	  WSU	  Clark	  County	  Extension	  360-‐397-‐6060	  prior	  to	  the	  event.	  

Introduction	  to	  Vegetable	  Gardening	  
Saturday,	  July	  9th	  10	  AM	  to	  noon	  

This	  hands-‐on	  class	  is	  for	  those	  with	  little/no	  garden	  experience.	  Learn	  to	  choose	  
which	  vegetables	  to	  grow	  and	  how	  and	  when	  to	  start	  seeds.	  Participants	  will	  go	  
home	  with	  newly	  planted	  seed	  trays	  (while	  supplies	  last)	  suitable	  for	  transplanting	  
into	  larger	  containers	  or	  into	  the	  ground	  or	  raised	  bed.	  Bring	  water	  for	  drinking	  
and	  gloves	  if	  you	  have	  them.	  Be	  prepared	  to	  get	  a	  little	  dirty	  and	  have	  a	  lot	  of	  fun!	  

Easy	  to	  Grow	  Herbs	  
Wednesday,	  August	  17th	  6	  to	  8	  PM	  

Spice	  up	  your	  cooking	  with	  home-‐grown	  herbs	  –	  chives,	  dill,	  cilantro,	  basil	  and	  
more.	  Participants	  will	  go	  home	  with	  a	  small	  herb	  container	  garden	  (while	  supplies	  
last).	  Immediately	  following	  each	  workshop,	  participants	  are	  asked	  to	  help	  with	  
maintenance	  in	  the	  school	  garden.	  Bring	  water	  for	  drinking	  and	  gloves	  if	  you	  have	  

them.	  Be	  prepared	  to	  get	  a	  little	  dirty	  and	  have	  a	  lot	  of	  fun!	  

Our	  Watershed	  
Wednesday,	  July	  27th	  6	  to	  8	  PM	  

Learn	  about	  what	  a	  watershed	  is	  and	  what	  you	  can	  do	  to	  help	  care	  for	  our	  streams	  
and	  rivers.	  Children	  will	  create	  their	  own	  watershed	  model	  and	  experiment	  with	  
what	  happens	  when	  it	  rains.	  Immediately	  following	  the	  workshop,	  participants	  are	  
asked	  to	  help	  with	  maintenance	  in	  the	  school	  garden.	  Bring	  water	  for	  drinking	  and	  
gloves	  if	  you	  have	  them.	  Be	  prepared	  to	  get	  a	  little	  dirty	  and	  have	  a	  lot	  of	  fun!	  

More	  more	  more.	  



Looking Ahead to Fall

Back to School Night: September 1, 2016

First Day of School 2016-17 School Year: 
September 6, 2016

The Helen Baller PTA needs your help for the 2016-17 school year!

We are looking for parents that want to lead or help support for:
-- Book Fair
-- Dine Arounds
-- Staff Appreciation
-- Baller Blast

If you have interest in getting involved in these projects for next year, we’d love to chat 
with you.  Please contact: president@helenballerpta.org.


