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Dear Helen Baller Families,

I hope you had a wonderful February. Mine was pretty good! Some 
of the students are still reminding me daily that the Packers lost to 
the Seahawks. I see that the Packers are playing Seattle next year 
in Green Bay. I am already looking forward to the game!  

We had a good month here at Helen Baller.  We celebrated Valen-
tine’s Day and the primary students celebrated the hundredth day 
of school. I know the kids enjoyed both days. Thanks to all of the 
kids for their Valentine cards and gifts. They were fun to look at and 
read.

This month we have been involved in a senior project titled “Hearts 
for Haiti.” Brianna Stephens, a senior at Camas High School, fa-
cilitated a coin drive to collect funds for the Ebenezer Glenn Or-
phanage in Haiti. The students and their families raised a total of 
$4,234.02. The generosity of the Helen Baller community will change 
the lives of many children at the orphanage. The funds will be used 
to purchase eleven bunk beds with mattresses, seventy mosquito 
nets, school supplies and other resources. Thanks to everyone who 
participated in the coin drive.

Thanks to everyone who attended our dance. The PTA put on a 
dance with a jungle theme. It was a blast! I enjoyed dancing with 
all of the kids. There were some great jungle costumes. I have to 
admit that I was sore the next morning after dancing so much. 
Thanks to the PTA for organizing such a fun event.

The students and staff continue to work hard on improving student 
learning. This year the staff has continued to focus on improving our 
writing instruction. The teachers are working to implement the Writ-
er’s Workshop model into their daily schedule.  This model fosters a 
love of writing within students by allowing them long periods of time 
to write in authentic and meaningful ways. Writer’s Workshop al-
lows teachers to differentiate instruction in order to accommodate 
the learning needs of all students through the Gradual Release of 
Responsibility teaching model.



Success Book Roll Call
Below is a list of students who have signed the Success Book during the month of February. Any Helen Baller 
staff member can have a student sign the Success Book for being successful with academics, behavior or work 
ethic. Several of the students signed the Success Book multiple times, but I have only listed their name once. 

Way to go Helen Baller Bears!  We are proud of you!

Skylerr Jenkins
Benjamin Carter
Jake Silva
Ryan Chatterton
Isabel Newell
Mia Lin
Sofia McClain
An Bui
Diego Trujillo
Austin Hill
Gavin Jones
Kayleigh Page
Xander Acain
Mya Lourens
Jaxsen Rodgers
Sara Gerstler
Bradyn Johnson
Khera Natale 
Kate Reid
Anne Califf
London Schuchart
Rylan Ferber
Hayley Shaw
Ethan Ouchi 
Ella Shannon
Logan Cole
Nathan Miller
Audrey Benjamin
Reagan Wright

Alliyah Barnes
Torin Pasa
Chip Lawerence
Mark Lincheveskiy
Maya Hrella
Taylor McCants
Kaden Goostree
Madeline Johnson
Presley Darling
Aiden Shaheen
Liliana Neil
Leland Heflind
Max McIver
Marquis Murchinson
Aiden Shaheen
Asher Asbury
Ayden Jones
Peyton Darling
Dyanna Vu
Grace-Morgan Lukens
Kate Bacher
Kaleah Dewey
Audrey Wagner
Leana Lapin
Mason Ocampo
Leo Scharrelman
Mia Parnell
Jessica Linchevskiy
Boston Jensen

Zhane Krueger
Cyenna McCusker
Sophia Rubano
Chao-Yu Lin
Lexie Kienzle
Daisy Gooch
Emma Hankins
Mercedes Kienzle
Aiden Baird
Jacob Gieker
Zach Singleton
Aiden Miller
Gavin Eagan
Eoin Ryan
Aiden Stewart
Ava Laxamana
Kendall Hale
Blair McMahon
Joe Wright
Mina Easley
Anderson Cook
Hunter Voogt
Alex Lyon
Ellie Neill
Dakota Cox
Dyanna Vu
Keirrah Sanders
Kaelynn Chaney
Ella Stafford

Atila Berglund
Ella Wright
Rosamond Carmichael
Emma Coles
Titiana Brizuela
Ayden Jones
Rowan Delbosque
Flint Jensen
Trinity Hale
Nolan Gorder
Summer Craft
Wes Daane
Ella Ziesemer
Evan Buck
Cohen Butler
Nicole Alder
Isabella Silva
Ethan Costa
Lilliana Garcia
Seth Lyman
Ty Barnes
Liliana Neil
Rory Jensen
Brooklyn Jardine
Sasha Greer
Gavin Hooser
Gavin Copa
Kailey Beaudoin
Rylan Ferber

Makenzie Rea
Logan Cole
Calia Rubano
Ashton Cook
Maddie Johnson
Mercy Canifax
Susannah Gillespie
Pyper Cruz
Ryan Stuck
Kennedy Cody
Kendall Williams
Gavin Johnson
Ohvion Crawford
Courtney Lope
Ian Parks
Parielle  Shapard
Austin Oviatt
TJ Aspinwall
Brayden Sterle
Lucy Farland
Jack Roberts
Parker McCoy
Owen Tuttle
Wil Nevin
Bryce Borst

Coming Up: “Music in Our Schools!” The Balladeers, Helen Baller’s choir team, will sing for the all-
district shared concert with our neighboring elementary schools (Prune Hill, Grass Valley, Dorothy 
Fox, LaCamas, and Woodburn) on Thursday, March 26 from 6:30-8:30 pm at Skyridge Middle School.  
Balladeers will perform three songs on their own and join the other schools in an up-beat group 
number to close the program.  We hope to see you there!

The Helen Baller staff appreciates all of the support we get from our families and community. We 
wouldn’t be the school we are without your support. If you ever have any questions or concerns 
please do not hesitate to contact me by phone, 335-3000 ext. 78006, or email, aaron.parman@
camas.wednet.edu.

Have a great March!

Aaron Parman,
Principal
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Helen Baller Counselor’s News
The 3rd “R” of Bullying

The third and final “R” for bullying is to learn how to Report the Bullying.  Helen Baller students are en-
couraged to talk to an adult if they feel like they are being bullied.  They may not be able to get the 
bullying to stop and will need an adult to get it to stop and/or to coach them through how to stand 
up to a bully.  When a student reports bullying he or she should be prepared to tell the adult who, 
what, when, and where details.  The why is not so important unless it helps the adult to discover that it 
was not a one-sided event and that the student reporting the bullying actually was also bullying.  The 
adults at Helen Baller are prepared to work with and support our students but finding the time to do a 
comprehensive discussion about bullying may be hard so frequently it is referred to the school coun-
selor.  I will always try to get our students to problem-solve how to stand up to the bullying first.  Re-
search supports that the most effective strategy is for students to stand up for themselves.  This gives 
a message to the bully as well as teaches our students to have the confidence to handle their own 
problems.  But, if the problem worsens or does not stop then students are taught to always involve the 
adults.  

The biggest challenge for elementary students is to distinguish between reporting and tattling.  In 
Second Step, we have lessons directed toward teaching them the difference.  We do hear from 
time to time that students do not report something because then they would be considered a tattle-
tale.  It is a very complicated skill for them to learn to tell the difference so any practice you can give 
them would be helpful.  At school, they are taught that tattling is trying to get someone IN trouble 
and reporting is trying to get someone OUT of trouble.  For example, if I tell my teacher that Johnny 
is not doing his math work am I trying to get someone OUT of trouble?  No, I am trying to get Johnny 
in trouble.  But, if Johnny is poking someone with his pencil, do I need to get someone OUT of trouble 
and the danger of being poked by the pencil.  It would be great to practice this with all those sib-
ling conflicts at home.  Next time ask, are you trying to get someone OUT of trouble or, IN trouble?  
The early elementary years are developmentally ripe with tattling so seize the moment to help them 
make the distinction and it may just pay off for you.  

So, that is the 3 R’s of bullying.  Recognize, Refuse, and Report.  

Sincerely,
Edie Hagstrom
Helen Baller Social Worker/Counselor 
edie.hagstrom@camas.wednet.edu or 360-833-5720 ext 79150



March Events

Come to our SPRING BOOK FAIR to 
EXPLORE AN OCEAN OF BOOKS!

OPEN March 23-27
* Before & after school

* During lunch and recess
* Extended hours Wednesday, 

March 25th until 3 pm
* Closes at 1pm on March 27th

Online shopping available from 3/18 to 4/7
http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/

helenballerelementaryschool

Funds raised will be invested in new books for our library!

Helen Baller Elementary School 
Open House

March 31st 5:30 - 7pm

Visit your child’s classroom and hear 
about what they are doing and learning.

Balladeers to perform at 6:45 pm in the 
Cafeteria!

Camas School District Music Festival
March 26th 6:30pm
Skyridge Middle School

Balladeers performing....

     PTA General Membership Meeting

TRYING A NEW TIME FOR OUR PTA 
MEETING -- DURING THE DAY!  

March 13th 9:15 am -10:15 am

Agenda Highlights:
General Elections for 2015-16 PTA Officers

Update on Baller Blast Planning

   Light refreshments offered!



March News

RESULTS: “HEARTS FOR HAITI” COIN DRIVE

Library News
Thank you so much for all the responsible parents who have looked for overdue books! 

I really appreciate your effort in either finding them or paying the fee for them.

We have a new library catalog system in Camas Schools. The system is called “Destiny”. The program has 
many very cool features and one of them is an APP that your student can use from home. Your student 

can search for books in our library from home, they can put books on hold, they can make lists of favorite 
books, and they can write reviews for books they love. 

Here is the information for the Destiny APP: 
• iTunes App Store: search for Destiny Quest – it is free
• Download the App
• You will get a message to type in an address: https://camas.follettdestiny.com
•App will load
• Student login: first name.last name (period between names, no caps)
• Student password: bears

Have fun and let me know if you have any problems!
Mrs. Brown - Helen Baller Librarian

As her senior project at Camas High School, 
Brianna Stephens asked the families of Helen Baller 
to participate in a coin drive to help provide basic 
needs and supplies for 70 children that live in the 

orphanage she was adopted from in Haiti.  

Through the generosity of Helen Baller 
Families, Brianna raised $4,234.02.  

This will change the lives of many children at 
Ebenezer Glenn and a few from Camas too!!!!

This money will fund: 11 bunk beds with mattresses, 
70 mosquito nets, school supplies, and it will provide 

money for additional activities for the children.

Thank you so much!

(Mrs. Wing’s Class brought in the most coins of 
$582.95 and will be celebrating with a pizza party.)



March News

BALLER BLAST PREPARATION (carnival elves are hard at work...)

We need HELP with ALL of the following teams: 
Tickets, Food, Games, Museum of Guesstimates, Signs/Decorations, Photos, Auction & more!  

If you see an area you’d like to help please contact: president@helenballerpta.org or just 
come to our next planning meeting. BLAST PLANNING MEETING: MARCH 6th at 9:30 

PLEASE COME JOIN US in the school main conference room!

Look for SIGN UP GENIUS emails for other ways you can contribute to the BLAST!

BA
LLE

R BLAST

One ot the most exciting 
parts of this year’s BLAST 
is our SILENT AUCTION!   

We have a myriad of 
interesting and fun items 

for you to bid on.  

GET YOUR BIDS READY...
We have items in the 
following categories to 
bid on...

- DESTINATIONS
- ADVENTURE
- RECREATION & FITNESS
- ENTERTAINMENT
- TEACHER EXPERIENCES
- ClASSROOM CREATIONS
- MERCHANDISE
- And more...

More detailed info on 
auction items coming home 
shortly...

The Baller BLAST is
 MAY 1, 2015

5-8pm

COME JOIN OUR 
CARNIVAL with... 
ENTERTAINMENT, 

GAMES, an AMAZING 
AUCTION, FOOD, 
PRIZES & MORE!

Coming soon...May 1, 2015



March News

CALLING ALL SHUTTERBUGS --
Yearbook Photos Needed

The yearbook is coming together and we have 
a few photo holes that we would like to fill.  If you 
have any photos from the PTA movie night, field 
trips or first day of school please forward them onto 
Diana Sterle our yearbook designer @ yearbook@
helenballerpta.org.  You can also post them online 
and send a link to her or burn a CD and drop it off 
at the school.  All photos are appreciated!  

Yearbooks will go on sale in May.

JUNGLE DANCE 

PHOTOS: Did you come to the dance 
and get your family photo taken?  

All of the photos are on our PTA face-
book page and can be downloaded 

for printing.  

Check them out at 
www.facebook.com/ballerpta

February Results
Box Tops Collection Drive

GRAND TOTAL: 7,072 box tops!

#1 Mrs Campbell’s Class -1,025 (trophy!)
#2 Mrs Cody’s Class - 1,019
#3 Mrs Sleight’s Class - 371

Each of the top 3 classes has earned a pizza party! 

Join the Helen Baller PTA

Show your support for the HB PTA and make sure 
these great programs continue...

• Gifting books at the Birthday Table
• Art Discovery 
• Family Fun Nights (movies, dance, etc.)
• Baller BLAST...and MORE!
• 

IT IS NOT TOO LATE TO JOIN!
Membership: $10 for an individual /$20 for a family!   

To join the PTA: 
www.helenballerpta.org/pta-membership

Thank you to everyone that gave their time and 
energy to make our recent JUNGLE Dance a HUGE 
success!  We had a great turn-out, the kids had a 
blast and it was a success for PTA fundraising too.  

Congratulations to the 
Great Wolf Lodge Raffle Winners: 

One Night Stay: Weller Family 
Gift Card: Christopherson Family

ONE MORE GREAT REASON 
TO JOIN THE PTA....

PTA MEMBERS SAVE UP TO 15% 
AT GREAT WOLF LODGE 

NOW THROUGH DECEMBER 31!

For more information or reservations, visit 
greatwolf.com or call 866-925-WOLF (9653). 

Use corporate code: WSPTA984A. 
When you check-in, you will need to show 

your PTA ID card. 



Looking Ahead to April

BIRTHDAY TABLE
1 Friday/month 10am-1pm

Need people who can attend birth-
day table at lunchtime on Friday 

each month to hand out ice cream 
and boooks.

To Volunteer, 
please send email to:

birthdaytable@helenballerpta.org

SPRING BREAK
 

NO SCHOOL

APRIL 6-10th

SAVE THE DATE: DRAMA TEAM PERFORMANCE
Thursday, April 2, 2015
Helen Baller Cafeteria

6:30pm: Hood & Martin’s Laugh-In Comedy Show
***Based on 60’s original Rowan & Martin’s Laugh-In Show

7:00pm: Musical - Character Matters - Fairy Tale Advice 
Council
***Our musical is the weekly meeting of the Fairy Tale Advice Coun-
cil.  Come see Little Red Riding Hood, Cinderella, Jack & the Giant, 
and many more characters come to the stage to teach some 
good behavior skills.


