
In This Issue:

1 - Letter from Principal

2 - Success Book Roll Call

3 - PTA Calendar

4 - Counselor’s News

5 - February Events

6 - Library News

7,8,9 - February News

10 - Looking Ahead to March

Helen Baller Newsletter
February 2015

           February 2015 
Dear Helen Baller Families,

I hope you all had a terrific Winter Break and Happy New Year! My 
youngest daughter, Maya, turned eleven years old so we had a huge 
birthday party which included nine girls staying for a sleepover. I was 
exhausted the next day. It is hard to believe that she is eleven years old. 
Both of my daughters are playing basketball so it is a busy time of year 
for our family. 

I will have to say my new year started with a pretty big bump in the road. 
The Packer game was devastating. I am still struggling with the loss. I try 
to block it out of my mind, but the lovely students (and some parents) 
keep reminding me of the collapse my Packers had at the end of the 
game. I am going to be a good loser and say congratulations to the 
Seahawks and their fans. Go Patriots!

When we returned to school the staff and students reviewed the rules 
and expectations at Helen Baller. The students have been excellent this 
year. The students work hard to follow the Baller Big Three which are to 
be responsible, respectful and safe. Keep up the good work!

Stuff the Bus was a huge success this year. Thank you for all of your                                  
support. It feels great to be able to help others!

At the beginning of January the students participated in AIMSweb test-
ing. We test students in the areas of reading and math. AIMSweb is a 
progress monitoring system based on direct, frequent and continuous 
student assessment. The results are reported and analyzed to determine 
if our instructional strategies are meeting the needs of all learners.

Due to the snow day we had earlier in the year the Camas School District 
will have a make-up day on Friday, February 13th. 

The flu and cold virus has been going around the school recently. If your 
child is sick, please keep them home until they are feeling better. We 
want to avoid spreading germs and getting other kids sick if possible. 
When your child is home for a day due to being sick or other reasons, 
please contact the main office at 833-5720. If the school is not notified 
about the reason of the absence, the absence is considered unexcused.

Thanks for supporting Helen Baller Elementary.  If you ever have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at 335-3000 ext. 78006 or 
email me at aaron.parman@camas.wednet.edu. 

Aaron Parman,
Principal

My name 
is Baxter!  



Success Book Roll Call

Below is a list of students who have signed the Success Book during the month of January. Any 
Helen Baller staff member can have a student sign the Success Book for being successful with 
academics, behavior or work ethic. Several of the students signed the Success Book multiple 
times, but I have only listed their name once. 

Way to go Helen Baller Bears!  We are proud of you!

Joe Wright
Dakota Cox
Atila Berglund
Skylerr Jenkins
Marquis Murchinson
Sasha Greer
Tommy Martinez
Gage Robbins
Anna Martin
Jack Barnes
Audrey Wagner
Grace Grant
Lorelei McCarthy
Arianna Reyes
Daxson Silva
Kadin Hatfield
Nolan Crowe
Cameron Reese
Timothy Kozinchinko
Natalia Nosal
Jackson Collins
Conner Manning
Felicity Ellston
Dean Clifton

Fiona Robertson
Brooklyn Jardine
Peyton Darling
Avery Moses
Seth Lyman
Rory Jensen
Chip Lawerence
Alex Leytner
Abby Seth
Judah Taylor
Erika Voiculescu
Shaye Parnell
Judah Taylor
Ethan Taylor
Kaelynn Chaney
Alex Lyon
Nolan Gorder
Rory Jensen
Sawyer Clifton
Jack Bacher
Beckham Young
Zach Nelson
Aidan Logan
Savannah Pasa

Gavin Hooser
Harry White
Raegan Goostree
Jace Vanhoorhis
Megan Wright
Khai Chan
Mark Linchevskiy
Summer Craft
Chevy Thrush
Flint Jensen
Ryan Chatterton
Grace C.
Aiden Shaheen
Bradley Cox
Laura Berson
Brietta Glover
Julius Sveen
Taylee Tedford
Gavin Copa
Avelina Bratkov
Kaleah Dewey
Aiden Shaheen
Rowan DelBosque
Aiden Shimata

Clark Dinh
Presley Darling
Sophie Black
Logan Garza
Matthew Houlding
Ben Floyd
Kamryn Kolshinski
Elliot Zinn
Jullliana Arellano
Travis O’Hara
Corbin Silva
Steven Leavitt
Eden Schuchart
Shelby Bohannon
Griffin Reddig
Violet Von-Smiley
Micaiah Carmichael
Campbell Martin
Blake Holtcamp
Keirrah Sanders
Vanessa Martinez
Grace Morgan Lukens
Liliana Neil
Gavin Gregg
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Helen Baller Counselor’s News
The 2nd “R” of Bullying

Refuse the Bullying or Refuse to Let Others be Bullied
After our students are taught how to recognize Bullying by asking: Is it fair?  Is it one-sided?  Is power 
being used in a harmful way?  How does it feel?  Then we teach them how to refuse to be bullied.  I 
try to tell our students that they deserve to be treated with respect and standing up for themselves 
will let the person doing the bullying know that they are refusing to be bullied.  We never want to 
respond in ways that reward the bullying.  People who bully are hoping for certain reactions like fear, 
crying, getting mad etc.  When we respond in those ways, we give them more power to bully.  

The first step in standing up to a bully is to check your own feelings and make sure you are calm 
enough to do it.  It does not have to happen at the moment of the incident and can wait till another 
day.  The key to standing up to a bully is to be assertive.  The bully needs to feel like you mean what 
you say.  When I am in the classroom with our students, we practice standing up straight and tall, 
making eye contact, and in a strong, clear, confident, respectful voice saying “Stop, that is bullying 
and it is not ok.”  Then, the second REALLY important key is to calmly walk away.  We do role plays 
in the classroom and it always amazes me the power of walking away.  During the role plays, you 
can watch the bantering going back and forth between the bully and the target with neither get-
ting anywhere.  But, once the target actually just walks away, you can feel the shift in power and the 
kids can see it.  Learning to be assertive and say no will also serve a child well in other situations when 
they may have peers pressuring them to do something they do not want to do such as drugs, ciga-
rettes, etc.  

It is important when teaching a child to stand up to a bully to remind them that it never works to bully 
a bully as that just creates another whole set of problems.  The more they can use strategies such as 
ignoring, humor, broken record, and standing up for yourself the better things will get. Then if all those 
do not work, tell an adult.  Learning to stand up to a bully also makes our students feel more confi-
dent in handing their problems.  

It can be hard in elementary school to tease out bullying from childhood conflict so, please feel free 
to contact me at any time if you want to talk through a situation.  Over my years at Helen Baller I 
have had situations where what is happening at school is very different from what the child is report-
ing to his or her parents.  That does not mean your student is lying, it just means that he or she needs 
the adults to help guide them through what is going on in a calm and non-reactive manner.  Young 
children are doing their best to navigate their social environment and need to be taught how to do 
that just as much as being taught to read and write.  

Please call if you have any questions at any time.   I will cover reporting bullying next month.    

Sincerely,
Edie Hagstrom
Helen Baller Social Worker/Counselor 
edie.hagstrom@camas.wednet.edu or 360-833-5720 ext 79150



February Events

HELEN BALLER PTA DINE-AROUND
FIREHOUSE SUBS & MENCHIES FROZEN YOGURT

February 10, 2015
4 pm to Closing

Come eat at Firehouse Subs  on 2/10/2015 between 4-9pm and Mechies between 4-10pm and 
a portion of the proceeds will go to support the Helen Baller PTA! (Location: 192nd & Mill Plain)

 To participate, you will need to bring this notice 
	 or	bring	the	flyer	sent	home	from	school.

Helen Baller PTA 
Presents...

2015 School Dance 
The Jungle

February 6, 2015
6-8pm

FREE FUN FAMILY DANCE!

Come dance to our new DJ with 
Mr. Parman and your friends...

Dress as your favorite jungle animal 
and WIN the costume contest...

Get your face painted...

Play in the scavenger hunt...

And MORE FUN!

RAFFLE
Enter to win GREAT WOLF LODGE PRIZES!

$5 for each chance to win!  
Two drawings: 

1.	$360	gift	certificate	to	use	at	Great	Wolf	
Lodge, 

2. 1 night stay for a family of 4 in a family 
suite at Great Wolf Lodge

(you do not need to be present to win!)

Info on how to buy raffle tickets will be coming 
home from school...

If you can help with dance planning, set-up or clean up 
contact: President@helenballerpta.org.



February Library News

            February 2015
Hello Everyone, 

I apologize for not getting a news report ready for the month of January. Whew! I have 
been busy in the library getting our new catalog system up and running. We have 
changed from using our old program “Alexandria” to our new program “Destiny”, which is 
a Follett program. The new program has some really great features: your child can down-
load an app called (Destiny) and they will be able to log in from home. They can create 
favorite lists, see if we have titles they want in the library, and they can put books on hold. I 
will be teaching students how to do all those things in the next few weeks! 

With that said, if your child has an overdue book, please have them return it. If the book 
is damaged beyond repair, or lost they will need to pay for the book. You can make a 
check to Helen Baller for the amount on the overdue slip or, you can order or buy an 
equivalent book as replacement. If the fine is not paid by the end of the school year, your 
child will not receive their final report card and the fine will follow them to their next school. 
Please help them find the lost books….that is the easiest solution!!

Fourth and fifth grade students completed a long project that was a study on comparing 
Thomas Edison to Nikola Tesla. They learned to take notes as research, cite work, and cre-
ate an E-book on the iPads. Their work will be available for you to see during open house 
night in March. Now, we are working on Digital Citizenship classes which are required by 
the district. Please talk to your child about being safe when they are using digital devices! 
Please encourage your 4th and 5th graders to keep reading the Sasquatch Books! They 
have until the end of May to meet their goal! 

K-3 students are enjoying the Washington State Picture Book nominees. We are working on 
reading skills like: character development traits, schema, setting, point of view, theme, etc. 
We have created many art projects to pair with books. The art projects are displayed in 
the library and will be sent home at the end of the year.

Thank you for your great support. Because of you, Helen Baller is a great place to be!

Laurie Brown
Teacher/Librarian



February News

It’s never too early to start plan-
ning for our Auction on 5/1/15.  
The PTA is hard at work procuring 
awesome auction items, and 
we’d appreciate your help.

If you have friends or family who 
own or run a business, club or 
group in the community, we’d 
love your help to ask for a do-
nation item, gift basket or gift 
certificate for the auction.  

Please run your idea by presi-
dent@helenballerpta.org to 
ensure we are not duplicating 
efforts.  

It is for a great cause and we will 
provide a receipt for tax deduc-
tions on each donation!

May 1, 2015
Calling all carnival lovers -- need your HELP NOW to have the best school carnival ever!  

We have needs for help with ALL the following teams and more!  If you see an area you’d 
like to help please contact: president@helenballerpta.org or the person listed below!

Upcoming BLAST planning Meetings: Jan 29th at 11am, Feb. 6th at 9am  Please join!

BA
LLE

R BLAST

Team	   Description	   Volunteers	  
Tickets/Bracelets	  

Presales	  
Get	  ticket	  template	  
from	  dropbox,	  

update,	  set	  up	  pre-‐
sales,	  pricing	  etc.	  

	  
Jill	  Ferber	  

Food	   Pick	  vendors/type	  
of	  food,	  work	  to	  set	  
up	  on	  day	  of	  BLAST	  

	  
Julie	  Brown	  

Games	   Select	  games	  to	  be	  
included	  in	  BLAST,	  
ensure	  all	  games	  in	  
working	  order,	  set	  
up	  day	  of	  BLAST,	  
select	  prizes	  

	  
Sue	  Bacher	  

Museum	  of	  
Guesstimates	  

Collect	  jars	  of	  
“guess	  how	  many	  

items”	  with	  answers	  
and	  set	  up	  day	  of	  
BLAST,	  select	  prizes	  

	  

Signs/Decorations	   Signage	  for	  games,	  
flow	  of	  event,	  map,	  
pre	  event	  signage	  to	  

promote	  

	  
Sloane	  Copa/	  
Wendy	  Kerker	  

Photos/Booth	   Set	  up	  photo	  area	  	  
	  

	  
Diana	  Sterle	  

Auction	   Ensure	  all	  items	  
procured,	  package	  
items,	  create	  bid	  
sheets,	  set	  up	  day	  
of	  event,	  determine	  
process	  for	  auction	  

check	  out	  

	  
Julie	  Brown	  

Nikki	  Schuchart	  

	  



February News

PTA Nominating Committee

The PTA Nominating Committee has been se-
lected and includes:

Shari McCants, Jennifer Barnes, Brittany Pinedo

This committee is responsible for bringing forth 
candidates for the 2015-16 PTA Board.  

If you are interested in serving on the Helen 
Baller PTA in a board seat or if there is a commit-
tee you’d like to chair next school year please 
reach out to one of the members of the nomi-
nating committee listed above.

We will vote on PTA board members at the 
March General Membership meeting.

Thank you in advance for your interest in being 
part of the PTA leadership!

SAVE UP, HELP SCHOOL & WIN!

Box Tops and Labels for Education 
Collection Drive!

February 9-20, 2015

Please helps your kids save up box tops and 
labels and bring them into school! 

The top 3 classes with the most box tops and 
labels will win PIZZA PARTIES!

The class with the MOST box tops & labels will 
also get their name engraved on our trophy!

HEARTS FOR HAITI COIN DRIVE
February 2-13, 2015

Brianna Stephens, a senior at Camas High 
School, was adopted as an infant from 

Ebenezer Glenn Orphanage in Haiti. 

For her Camas High School senior 
project, Brianna is asking the families 

of Helen Baller to participate in a coin drive 
to help provide basic needs and supplies for 

the 70 children that live in that orphanage cur-
rently.  Over spring break she plans to return 

to Haiti for the first time, and deliver the funds 
raised to that orphanage. 

Your coins will help make a big difference in 
the lives of these children.

How it will work:
 Each classroom will receive a collection bank.

Every classroom will receive a ribbon with 
hearts for each child to put their name on.

There will be a banner of hearts in the hallway 
close to the office to keep track of the classes 

and their donations!

Brianna is going to provide pizza to the class 
with the most coins!

We hope the families of Helen Baller with help 
Brianna with her project to make the lives of 

these children a little better!

Thank you so much!



February News

Papermaker Preschool 
Enrollment for Fall 15-16 begins 

February 2nd, 2015

Camas High School’s Papermaker Preschool is 
open to children who are four years of age by 
August 31, 2015.  Part time sessions are avail-
able, and the fee is $300 per month.  Our in-

tegrated preschool follows the Camas School 
District Calendar.

If you have any questions regarding our pro-
gram or would like to schedule a visit, please 
call the Career & Technical Education Office 

at 833-5750 ext. 74948.
 

If you would like to register your child, please 
call Shanna Nielson or Becky Stauffer at 833-
5410 to schedule a registration appointment. 
Registration materials are available online at 

www.camas.wednet.edu under Parent Corner.  
Registration applications are also available for 

pick up at the District Office, located at 
841 NE 22nd Ave.

Camas Community Ed Class:
SAFE ON MY OWN

February 25, 2015
2-4pm

Ages: 8-11, Children who spend time home 
alone either before or after school or during 
the weekend are a fast growing population. 

“Safe on My Own” is an informational and 
interactive class that will give your children the 
skills they need to feel more confident about 

taking care of themselves.

Date: Wednesday, February 25, Time: 2:00-4:00 
PM, Fee: $35, Location: Camas District Office, 
bussing is available to JDZ, Instructor: Staci Firl, 

Class Code:  #2005-15. 

Go to www.camascommunityed.org or call 
360-833-5544 for more information.

Sign in to Camas School District’s 
New	E-flyer	System

Camas School District has adopted Peachjar to 
provide electronic delivery of district-approved fly-
ers to keep you informed about upcoming activi-
ties, programs and events.

The school district has created your account and 
you will begin to receive eflyers shortly. Only district- 
approved e-flyers are sent to you through Peach-
jar.

You can manage your account preferences, 
such as e-flyer delivery frequency, by logging in to 
Peachjar and clicking on “My Account.” Log in as 
an existing user with the details that were sent to 
you in a personalized email last week.

Thank you for helping Camas School District save 
time, money, and lots of trees!

A reminder to all the 5th grade parents: 

The 5th grade t-shirt order is due 
Wednesday, 1/28. 

If you have any questions, please email 
Nicole Du Bois at 

spiritwear@helenballerpta.org.



Looking Ahead to March

BIRTHDAY TABLE
1 Friday/month 10am-1pm
Need people who can attend 
birthday table at lunchtime on 
Friday each month to hand out 

ice cream and boooks.

To Volunteer Sign Up at:
http://www.signupgenius.

com/go/4090A49A9AA2FA57-
baller11/11371937

Or go to: Signup Genius and 
search on “Birthday Table”

Helen Baller School 
OPEN HOUSE

is in March

Plan to visit your 
child’s classroom  
and hear about 
what they are 

learning!

Come to the BOOK FAIR!  
A GREAT selection of BOOKS!

OPEN March 23-27
* Before & after school

* During lunch and recess

Online shopping available from 3/18 to 4/7

Funds raised during the book fair will be invest-
ed in new books for our school library!

SAVE THE DATES:

PTA General 
Membership 

Meeting to elect 2015-16 
PTA Board 

March 12th 6:30pm

Camas School District 
Music Festival

(Balladeers performing)
Skyridge Gym 

March 26th 6:30pm

Helen Baller Drama Team 
Community Performance 

March 31st 6pm


