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Dear Helen Baller Families,

I cannot believe it is October already. It was a terrific first month of school. I have enjoyed meeting all 
of the new students and families. It has been fun seeing all the returning students after summer 
break. I have been in the classrooms seeing all the great things the students are doing. I am very 
impressed with the students’ work ethic, academics and behavior.
Below are the Helen Baller Mission and Vision Statements. As a staff we collaborated to create them. 
The two statements guide the work we do at Helen Baller.
Helen Baller’s Mission Statement:
Our mission is to support all of our students so they can grow academically, socially and behaviorally. 

Helen Baller’s Vision Statement:
We believe all students can learn. Students are provided a safe environment with high expectations 
for all. The key to success is the fundamental belief held by all staff members that Helen Baller 
students are our kids. Not yours, not mine, OURS! As a collaborative learning community, we develop 
lessons that are aligned with the Common Core & Power Standards and use instructional strategies 
to engage and meet our students’ needs. We are committed to meeting all challenges with a positive 
attitude and following the school rules of being responsible, respectful and safe.

This month the students and staff have been hard at work learning the school rules and expectations. 
Everybody at Helen Baller is responsible for knowing and following the common behavior 
expectations of being responsible, respectful and safe. In addition, we teach the children the six 
Pillars of Character which are being trustworthy, responsible, respectful, fairness, caring and 
demonstrating citizenship. The behavior expectations and six Pillars of Character are posted around 
the school and taught to the students throughout the year. We are working to create a positive school 
climate that fosters cooperation, academic excellence, respect and safety. If you have any questions 
about Helen Baller’s rules or expectations please contact me.

I want to say thanks to all the families and community members for helping make the start of the year 
a great one. If you ever have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact me in 
person, by phone or email. Have a great October and go Packers!

Sincerely,
Aaron Parman,
Principal 

Baller Bear News



Oct 4 Family Fun Night, 6-8 pm
Oct 10 Picture Day

Oct 11 No School – Teacher Inservice Day
Oct 18 Birthday Table
Oct 18 PTA Board meeting, 2pm
Oct 19 CEF Auction Gala
Oct 23 Boo Bash, Downtown Camas, 3-5pm
Oct 30 Pay Back book orders due
Oct 30 Nov 5  Book Fair
Nov 1 Baller Blast – 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Nov 11 No School
Nov 19Picture re-takes

PTA Information:

PTA Website:
www.helenballerpta.org

PTA President: David VanCleave
president@helenballerpta.org

Vice President: Todd Hostetler
vicepresident@helenballerpta.org

Secretary: Diana Sterle
secretary@helenballerpta.org

Treasurer: Jeff Huth
treasurer@helenballerpta.org

Newsletter: SueAnn Murphy
newsletter@helenballerpta.org

Fundraising: Marcia Gouveia
fundraising@helenballerpta.org

Your time is a gift...
Thank you for
Volunteering!

How do I sign up?  Check out
Signupgenius.com

And enter 
volunteer@helenballerpta.org
To see a wide variety of ways

That you can help!

Need more information on the PTA:
info@helenballerpta.org

“Like” us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/ballerpta

Baller Bear
Calendar of 

Events

All students with August and September birthdays were invited 
to sit at the Baller Birthday Table and enjoy an ice cream treat 
on Sep. 20th. Thanks to all the parents and family members 
who were able to attend. The kids love having family there.  
Photos will be posted on the birthday bulletin board in the 
cafeteria.
 
We will be celebrating the next Birthday Table at lunchtime on 
Friday, October 18th. Watch for invitations to come home with 
your child a week prior to the event. Parents and other family 
members are always invited to attend. We hope to see you 
there!  

If you would like to volunteer your time or donate for the event, 
please sign up at Signupgenius.com and search 
volunteer@helenballerpta.org. Thank you to all our wonderful 
Baller families who have helped make the Birthday Table a 
huge success!

Baller Birthdays!
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Success Book Roll Call
Below is a list of students who have signed the 
Success Book during the month of September. Any 
Helen Baller staff member can have a student sign the 
Success Book for being successful with academics, 
behavior or work ethic. Several of the students signed 
the Success Book multiple times, but I have only listed 
their name once. Way to go Helen Baller Bears! We 
are proud of you!

Bradon Best
Kael Romero
Landon McIlwain
Elijah Hanson
Emily Pinedo
Jazlyn McIlwain
Susannah Gillespie
Taylor Bancke
Story Hope
Aiden Shimata
Edison Twyman
Victoria Lenoir
Brooke Cornwen
Savannah Pasa

Shaye Parnell
Tayvian Hart-Pine
Saige McCusker
Dominic Colletto
Ethan Ouchi
Mercy Canifax
Anselmo Lazzara
Mia Parnell
Charlie Stremel
Lilianna Weed
Chao-Yu Lin
Isabel Newell
Aaliyah Berglund



Check Out These Upcoming Camas Community Ed Classes:

Lego Engineering
Grades: 2-5
Challenging and fun! Build machines with motors and learn about gears and pulleys. Make cars that 
drive & robots that move. For more information go to www.camascommunityed.org or call 360-833-
5544.
Wednesdays, October 9-November 13
Description: Generic_SpecialsTout_EN[1]Time: 1:20-2:50 PM
Location: Helen Baller Portable
Fee: $65
 
Lego Jr. - Blueprints and Buildings
Grades: K-1
Design your masterpiece, and then create it! Each day your architect will be given a building project 
that they must first design using graph paper, and then build with Legos. Examples of projects include 
a picture frame, watermelon, and balloon powered car. For more information go to 
www.camascommunityed.org or call 360-833-5544.
Wednesdays, October 9-November 13
Time: 1:20-2:50 PM
Location: Helen Baller Portable
Fee: $60
 
 
Success through Chess
Grades: K-5
Develop critical and creative thinking skills while having fun learning the game of chess! We have a 
comprehensive program appropriate for all students, who will progress at their own rate. Instruction 
includes the critical principles, tactics, and strategies as well as “Success Secrets” applicable both to 
academics and to life! Curriculum developed by two-time national chess champion Andrew Svehaug. 
For more information go to www.camascommunityed.org or call 360-833-5544.
Thursdays, October 24-December 19
Time: 3:40-4:40 PM
Location: Helen Baller Cafeteria
Fee: $99
 
 
 
Karen Rudolf
Camas Community Education Coordinator
841 NE 22nd Avenue
Camas, WA 98607
(360)833-5548
www.camascommunityed.org





Counselor’s Corner

Introduction:

My name is Edie Hagstrom and I am your child’s school social worker/counselor.  I am in my 
eleventh year at Helen Baller and love my job.  The students all know me as Ms. Edie.  I am here to 
support students, parents, and teachers in any way I can regarding any emotional or basic needs.  I 
have my Master’s degree in Social Work and spent ten years working as a therapist for a child and 
family mental health agency before coming to the schools.  I know the community and available 
resources fairly well so please let me know if you need my help.   My role at Helen Baller is as an 
educator so I spend my time teaching our students how to manage their emotions and solve their 
interpersonal problems.  I may problem-solve with them once or twice but if the problem continues to 
grow or if things get worse, you will be contacted.  
Some of my job duties include: lessons in the classrooms, small groups on such topics as divorce, 
life transitions, social skills, and friendship, individual support in the classroom and/or out, holiday 
help, food backpack program, school supplies, and facilitation of our Building Intervention Team as 
well as our Positive Behavior Support Team.  I also serve in the role of Safety Patrol Supervisor.  As 
you can see, I wear a few hats.  Please feel free to call me if you have any questions, if there is 
something you think I should know about your child, for help with basic needs, or if there is anything I 
can do for you.

  
Steps to Respect Program:

I will be starting lessons in the 3-5 grade classrooms this week.  The lessons are from the Steps to 
Respect Program offered in all 6 elementary schools.  Steps to Respect is a bullying prevention 
program developed by Committee for Children.  The primary goal of this school-wide program is to 
help create a safe, caring, and respectful learning environment in which bullying is not tolerated.  As 
a part of this program, students are first taught skills to help them build friendships and keep them.  
Then they are taught the 3 R’s of bullying, how to recognize, refuse, and report bullying.   Lessons 
are 30 minutes once a week for 10 weeks.  Look for future articles on these lessons or ask your 
student to tell you what they are learning.  

Weekend Food Backpack Program:

One of the resources available to Baller families, is a weekend backpack food program.  If you are 
struggling to make ends meet due to financial stressors, please let us know.  We partner with 
Treasure House, our local food bank, to provide food to help our students.  We can provide food all 
school year or while you are trying to get back on your feet.  If you are on free and reduced plans or 
if you just hit some hard times we are here to help.  We all know that students do better at school 
when their bellies are full.  
We fill the backpack and your student takes it home on Fridays.  The empty backpack is returned on 
Monday so it can be filled again.  We just need the names of your Baller students and the number of 
additional children in the home.  The program provides food for the children only.  
Please email the information to our school counselor Edie Hagstrom at 
edie.hagstrom@camas.wednet.edu and call me at 360-833-5720 xt 79150 if you have any 
questions.

mailto:edie.hagstrom@camas.wednet.edu




'Send your BoxTops in a baggie labeled with your classroom #. Questions contact 
boxtops@helenballerpta.org.' 

mailto:boxtops@helenballerpta.org
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