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Dear Helen Baller Families,

I cannot believe we are almost to the end of the school year. This year has flown by! May was very 
busy with the MSP and Aimsweb testing. All of our students worked hard to do their best. We are very 
proud of them. If you have any questions about state or district testing please don’t hesitate to ask 
me.

We also had some fun this month. The PTA put on a Spring Dance and Silent Auction that was a 
blast. I enjoyed dancing with all of the kids. I’ve had several students come to me and politely tell me 
that I need dance lessons. I disagree! I thought I looked like John Travolta out on the dance floor. 
Thanks to Penny Harlan and the PTA for organizing such a fun event.

We are getting ready to create our classes for next year. The staff devotes a great deal of time and 
energy to this process so that a careful and thoughtful placement can be made for every student. Our 
goal is that every child is in the most supportive, challenging and successful environment as possible. 
Please do not pressure the teachers with placement recommendations.  It is not possible to honor 
specific teacher requests and still create balanced classrooms.
The process we take to place students is very thorough and teachers work closely in teams to make 
the best placements for our kids. Class lists are not finalized until the middle of August to allow us to 
process new admissions, transfers, or withdrawals. Before schools starts, a letter will be sent to all 
students indicating which classroom the students will be in for the upcoming school year.

The last day of school is Wednesday, June 20th. The kids will only be in school from 9:00 a.m. to 
10:50 a.m. Please notify the office if your child/children will miss school so we can count their 
absences as excused. Please return all school text books, library books, etc. before your 
child/children leave for the summer. 

Report cards will be sent home in the mail on Tuesday, June 26 th. 
JWR will be closed June 11th through June 22nd. 

Thank you for your support this year. If you have any questions or concerns please email me at 
aaron.parman@camas.wednet.edu or call me at 335-3000 ext. 78006. Enjoy the month of June and 
your summer.

Aaron Parman
Principal
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Baller Bear
Calendar of Events

PTA Information:

PTA Website:
www.helenballerpta.org

PTA President: Kathi Hansen
president@helenballerpta.org

Spiritwear: Diana Sterle
Helenballerspiritwear@comcast.net

Newsletter: SueAnn Murphy
Helenballer.newsletter@gmail.com

 

Your time is a gift...
Thank you for Volunteering!

How do I sign up? 
 

Check out Signupgenius.com
And enter hbpta@yahoo.com
To see a wide variety of ways

That you can help!

Movies at Crown Park  
Every Friday Night in August 

Brought to you by Camas Parks & 
Recreation and Camas United Methodist 

Church

 August 3 - Cars 2
August 10 - A Bug's Life

August 17 - Chitty Chitty Bang Bang
August 24 - Puss in Boots
August 31 - Dolphin Tale

June  
1 – Baller Fun Run

4 – Safety Patrol Picnic at Oaks Park

6 – Mrs Wing's teams in the Junior Rose 

Parade

5 – Helen Baller Barbeque 

8 - 5th Grade Track Meet

8 – Birthday Table
12- Burley Crew Performance (4th Grade, 1:10pm)

14 – Helen Baller Field Day

15 – PTA Board meeting, 2-3pm
15 – PTA General Membership Meeting 3pm

18 – 5th Grade Promotion Ceremony

20 – Last Day of School
(Class is from 9 – 10:50 am)

Lacamas Medical Group is offering free, walk-in immunization clinics on June 12 and June 26 from 2:00 p.m. to 
6:00 p.m. at 3240 NE 3rd Avenue in Camas. 

Children under 18 years old must be accompanied by parent or guardian. Please bring immunization 
card/records in order to be vaccinated. 

Please note: If your child is in need of a well-child examination or needs to see a provider, please call 
360-838-2440 to make an appointment. 

mailto:Helenballer.newsletter@gmail.com


Baller Birthday Table:

Summer Food Assistance Resources For Families
 
The state is mandating that we promote the following resources for families looking for the nearest 
summer feeding programs.  I am including the information on the June Menu, but if you have other 
ways you would like to communicate this information, that would be great.  Camas currently doesn’t 
qualify for summer feeding programs, but there is one in Washougal and several in Vancouver.  
Anyone can participate by visiting the summer feeding site and will receive food, so it is a great option 
for families needing some additional meals during the summer months!
 
·        The Family Food Hotline at 1-888-4-FOOD-WA.  Calling this number will give families the 
location, meal times, and contact information for summer meals based on their full address, city, 
and/or zip code.

·        The Parent Help website at www.ParentHelp123.org.  This website is easy for families to use as 
they can easily access summer meal locations by entering their zip code.

·        Text, FoodWA, to 877-877.  Users will receive a return text with information on summer food 
sites based on their zip code.

Baller Bears visit the Camas Roots 
Garden

This spring, the Camas Roots Garden 
hosted field trips for the Helen Baller 5th 
grade classes plus Ms. Echeverio’s 2nd 
grade class and Ms. Gospe’s 3rd grade 

class. The garden is just across the street 
from Helen Baller, next to the Zellerbach 
Administration Center. Activities included 
tasting kale and herbs, making recycled 

paper pots, learning about garden 
environments, harvesting leeks, planting 
bean and beet seeds, and compost races. 

Judging by the smiles, visiting the garden 
was a big hit! 

Many of the students asked when they 
could visit again. The garden will be open 

on Wednesday mornings from 9 AM to 
noon during the summer (and Wednesday 
afternoons from 3-6 PM until the last day 
of school). Students are welcome to come 

with an adult to help in the garden. 
Depending on the day, we’ll have planting, 
weeding, and/or harvesting to do, and we’d 
love to have help from all ages! For more 
information about the garden and how to 
visit during the summer, please contact 
Elisa Wells at 833-0925 or eswells @ 

comcast.net. 

CALLING ALL DADS!  
Come join your child at the birthday table this month.

 
Students who have birthdays during the month of June and 
July will be celebrating at the Birthday Table on Friday, June 
8th from 11:25am to 12:20pm.  If you have a child who will be 
attending the birthday table, please feel free to join him/her 
during his/her lunch.  The kids love having a family member 
there to help celebrate!
 
Note: All health concerns and allergies are closely monitored 
and can be accommodated for your child to participate in the 
birthday table.
 
If you have any questions, would like to volunteer your time or 
donate ice cream treats for the event, please contact Cheryl 
Johnson at 844.5797 or email her at 
birthdaytable@helenballerpta.org. You may also sign up at 
Signupgenius.com and enter hbpta@yahoo.com in the search.
 
A big THANK YOU to all parents, grandparents and other family members 
that helped make not only your child’s birthday a celebration, but all of the 
students at Helen Baller.  Our second year of celebrating birthdays was 
another huge success thanks to the parents, teachers and staff at Baller.  
From volunteering you time taking photos, working the check-in table, donating 
ice cream treats, bringing in lunch for you and your child to just sitting with 
your student made each months’ table a wonderful and joyous occasion.
 
We know the kids looked forward to receiving their invitations and we hope they 
also enjoyed their card and photo that was taken either with Mr. Parman or our 
snugly “Baller Bear”.
 
Thank you!
Helen Baller PTA



Success Book Roll Call 

Below is a list of students who have signed the Success Book during the month of May. Any 
Helen Baller staff member can have a student sign the Success Book for being successful with 
academics, behavior or work ethic. Several of the students signed the Success Book multiple 
times, but I have only listed their name once. Way to go Helen Baller Bears! We are proud of 
you!

Ruben Dernovey 
Bella Orfield 
Ebin Danley 
Caylin Danley 
Jayden Foster 
Laila Markland 
Deitrich Vu 
Ben Burnett 
Emerson Bristol 
Sierra Craft 
Shian Wen 
Anthony Flores 
Kaden Steelman 
Hayley Broersma 
Arianna Stoginais 
Logan Coates 
James Price 
Reece Vawter 
Austin White 
Joseph Barnett 
Kit Nguyen 
Edison Twyman 
Bella Fazo 
Courtland Anderson 
Kristian White 
Sophia Rubano 
Alan Geng 
Annika Stuifel 
Broc Groza 

Clark Dinh 
Ava Eaton 
Zach Andrade 
Conner Neibert 
Kayen Roby 
Anne Califf 
Alexia Johnson 
Noah Dangerfield 
Tristen Mangenelli 
Lance Stuck 
Logan Coates 
Aiden Baird 
Logan Gaza 
Elijah Dalton 
Dylan Goodwin 
Maya Hrella 
Tyler Jack 
Sara Buchholz 
Nicole Gilstrap 
Francesca Sosky 
Anna Chronnister 
Dillon Personett 
Nico Swanson  
Eddie Kovalenko 
Colton Coughran 
Paradise Hartley 
Trinity Lacher 
Jacob Valencia 
Quantez Kellison 

Ava Lyman 
Logan Ryba 
Chloe White 
Liam Turner 
Kate Damore 
Torin Pasa 
Isabelle Davidson 
Caleigh Christiansen 
Kyler Boutin 
Lukas Scharrelman 
Weston Field 
Ella Shannon 
Julia Marsh 
Madilyn Russell 
Julius Sveen 
Dominic Colletto 
Stephanie Kartashev 
Aiden Kine 
Andrew Forrester 
Shian Wen 
Sapphire Nyte 
Allyson Stoller 
Delaney Anderson 
Renae York 
Alexia Johnson 
Anne Califf 
Peyton Darling 
Gavin Hooser 
 



Pics from The Baller Bear Family Spring Dance



News from
Summer Reading Program
The Camas Public Library's Summer Reading Program is FREE to participate in, and offers rewards and fun events to 
people of all ages! Here you'll find ALL the information you need to participate! We have FOUR different programs going 
this year. Click on the links for full instructions on how to play.
 
Infant - 36 Months: The Rubber Ducky Club (NEW!)
Kids Entering Grades 0 - 6: Summer Reading Program for Kids!
Teens Entering Grades 7 -12: Summer Reading Program for Teens!
Adults 18 and Older: Summer Reading Program for Adults! (info to be available soon)
 
The Summer Reading Program begins June 16th and ends August 11th.
Online-only pre-registration begins June 1st. The link will be on the library's homepage.
Here is a list of all the FREE EVENTS that happen at the library, concurrently with the Summer Reading Program:

(You can also see a full month's view of ALL the library's events on the City of Camas' official calendar.)
 
Saturday, June 16 @ 2:30 pm and 4:30 pm -- The Reptile Man (for all ages)
Monday, June 25 @ 2:30 pm -- Rhys Thomas’ Juggling Show (for kids)
Tuesday June 26 @ 2:30 pm -- Beading 101 Class – sign up req’d (for teens entering 7th grade and up)
Monday, July 2 @ 2:30-4:30 pm -- Book Swap (for kids and teens)
Monday, July 9 @ 2:30 pm -- Presto the Magician (for kids)
Tuesday July 10 @ 2:30 pm -- Be in Your Own READ Poster! – sign up req’d (for teens entering 7th grade and up)
Monday, July 16 @ 11:00 am -- Scented Necklaces – signup req’d (for Pre-K kids)
Tuesday July 17 @ 2:30 pm -- Henna Tattoos (for teens entering 7th grade and up)
Monday, July 23 @ 2:30 pm -- Shoehorn: the Tap-Dancing Musician (for kids)
Thursday July 24 @ 2:30 pm -- Duct Tape Wallets and Other Gear (for teens entering 7th grade and up)
Monday, July 30 @ 2:30 pm -- Beading Class (for kids)
Friday July 31 @ 2:30 pm -- Murder Mystery Game! (for teens entering 7th grade and up)
Monday, August 6 @ 2:30 pm -- Oregon Shadow Theater (for kids)
Tuesday August 7 @ 2:30 pm -- Anime & Manga Fan Party (for teens entering 7th grade and up)
Saturday August 11 2:30 pm -- Cirque du Libre (for all ages)
 
We will also have Summer Movies every Wednesday afternoon at 2:30pm! On our big screen, with popcorn!
Volunteering for the Summer Reading Program

We are still taking volunteers to sit at and run the Summer Reading Program table in the children's room. Due to the hiring 
freeze, we need ADULT and TEEN volunteers to staff the Summer Reading Program table. Last year we had almost 50 
volunteers, and the SRP was a huge success!
 CAN YOU HELP??  
Volunteers will:
Sit at the SRP table while signing participants up, logging reading times, and issuing prizes.
Volunteers must:
Be able to quickly learn the computer program we use for the SRP.
Have an email address that is checked regularly.
Attend a 90-minute training (there are four sessions to choose from).
Enjoy talking to kids.
Be punctual.
Be friendly.
Love reading!
Who:
Adults and teens at least 13 years old.
Committment:
At least three hours per week (more if you can!).
When:
June 16th - August 11th (8 weeks)
M-Th 10am-9pm, F-Sa 10am-6pm
Two volunteers are scheduled at a time, and time slots are available on a first-come, first-served basis.
To become a volunteer:
By Monday June 11th, contact Ellen Good, Youth Services Librarian: egood@ci.camas.wa.us or             360-834-4692       
x4703.
All volunteers 18 years of age or older will need to fill out an application and background check form.
 
Programs and events are sponsored in part by the Friends and Foundation of the Camas Library.



Improve your reading skills and make a new friend by reading aloud to a therapy dog. The dog-and-handler 
teams are registered volunteers with Delta Society's Pet Partners Program, sponsored by Dove Lewis. This 
program is designed for children ages 5-12. To register for a 25-minute session, please contact one of the 
libraries below.

Wednesday, June 13, 2012
School's Out @ Your Library: Read to the Dogs for ages 6-11

3 – 5pm
Location: 

Vancouver Community Library, 901 C Street, Vancouver, WA 98660

Wednesday, June 20, 2012
Read to the Dogs for 5-12 years

5 – 7pm
Location: 

Three Creeks Community Library, 800-C NE Tenney Road, Vancouver WA 98685

Thursday, June 21, 2012
Read to the Dogs for ages 5-12

6:30 – 8pm
Location: 

Battle Ground Community Library, 1207 SE 8th Way, In Battle Ground Village, Battle Ground WA 98604

Wednesday, July 11, 2012
School's Out @ Your Library: Read to the Dogs for ages 6-11

3 – 5pm
Location: 

Vancouver Community Library, 901 C Street, Vancouver, WA 98660

Wednesday, July 18, 2012
Read to the Dogs for 5-12 years

5 – 7pm
Location: 

Three Creeks Community Library, 800-C NE Tenney Road, Vancouver WA 98685

Tuesday, July 24, 2012
Read to the Dogs for ages 5-12

6:30 – 8pm
Location: 

Battle Ground Community Library, 1207 SE 8th Way, In Battle Ground Village, Battle Ground WA 98604

Wednesday, August 8, 2012
School's Out @ Your Library: Read to the Dogs for ages 6-11

3 – 5pm
Location: 

Vancouver Community Library, 901 C Street, Vancouver, WA 98660

Wednesday, August 15, 2012
 Read to the Dogs for 5-12 years

5 – 7pm
Location: 

Three Creeks Community Library, 800-C NE Tenney Road, Vancouver WA 98685

Thursday, August 30, 2012
 Read to the Dogs for ages 5-12

6:30 – 8pm
Location: 

Battle Ground Community Library, 1207 SE 8th Way, In Battle Ground Village, Battle Ground WA 98604

News from Fort Vancouver Regional Library:
Introducing “Read to the dogs”
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Baller Fun Run 2012 at Doc Harris Stadium
Our Fun Run on June 1st was a blast.  A big thank you to all the parents, staff and teachers who 

made it possible!
 

The following are the top runners per grade.  It is supposed to be top 3 but we had quite a few 
ties.  Prizes will be awarded at our June all school assembly.    $ may be turned in till June 8th.  

We are still calculating top class for the extra PE day.
 

Kindergarten
12 Laps:  Ruben Dernovoy, Brian Cooper

11 Laps:  Maxwell Seal, Alla Kovalenko, Avery Moses, Bianca Flores, Alex Holley
 

1st Grade
12 Laps:  Annika Stupfel

11 Laps:  Aiden Stewart, Tatum Harlan
 

2nd Grade
15 Laps:  Shaye Swanberg

12 Laps:  Lance Stuck, Tyler Dinh
 

3rd Grade
15 Laps:  Sammy Geiger, Ariya Briscoe

14 Laps:  Lily Ford
 

4th Grade
20 Laps:  Alexander Samodurov

17 Laps:  Mathew Sorbel, Spencer Twyman, Luc Utheza
 

5th Grade
18 Laps:  Shile Wen

17 Laps:  Lyman Floyd, Jackson Jefferson, Gavin Holley

Lap Leader: Alexander with 20 laps



I want to offer a FREE bbq to any family that signs up for a membership and/or registers for summer 
programs. If they do not register for summer or purchase a membership the bbq will be $2 a person. Please let 
them know that we will have fun family activities and will raffle off a free week of summer camp. The bbq will 
be held on June 8th from 6-8pm.
Thanks much!

Mandy Cervantes, Unit Director
Jack, Will And Rob Boys & Girls Club
            360.817.9966      
mandy.cervantes@bgcportland.org



June 8th - Friday Afternoon
Last Character Counts Store opening!

All students who banked their tickets for saving have earned some 'interest.'  Be sure to pick up your 
saved tickets voucher from the bank and redeem all of your tickets for earned prizes.  Good job 

saving this year!

No tickets can be saved for future school years, so come and use all of your tickets!  We have prizes 
for everything from 1 ticket to 1500 tickets, and everything in between!

See you all at the store on Friday, June 8th!

Character Counts at Baller!









Pertussis (Whooping Cough) April 2012 

What is pertussis? Pertussis (whooping cough) is a highly contagious bacterial infection that causes a long-lasting and often 
severe cough. Bordetella pertussis, a bacterium, causes pertussis. The illness usually starts with mild cold symptoms or cough, 
which can turn into severe coughing spells followed by gagging, or vomiting and sometimes a “whoop” sound when trying to 
catch the breath. Young infants, adolescents and adults with whooping cough are less likely to make the “whoop” sound. Infants 
with pertussis may eat poorly, turn blue, or stop breathing. Infants are also at highest risk for severe pertussis complications that 
require hospitalization such as difficulty breathing, pneumonia, convulsions, and even death. 
Who gets whooping cough? Anyone exposed to the bacteria can get whooping cough but severe illness is more common in 
infants and young kids who have not been immunized or who have not yet had enough doses of vaccine to be fully protected. 
No vaccine is 100 percent effective, so even vaccinated people can catch this very contagious disease. Immunized older kids, 
adolescents, or adults may have milder symptoms so health care providers may not recognize their illness as whooping cough. 
Immunity, either from having the disease or from getting vaccinated, decreases over time so it’s important to get booster doses of 
pertussis vaccine on time. 
How common is whooping cough in Washington? Our state has had between 184 and 1026 cases of pertussis each year over 
the past decade, with zero to two deaths each year. Since late 2011, there has been a marked increase in reported pertussis cases, 
and the disease is currently at epidemic levels in some parts of the state. Find information online about the current number of 
cases reported so far this year and pertussis cases reported in past years. 
How does whooping cough spread? Whooping cough spreads by coughing and sneezing. Infants often get whooping cough 
from family members or caregivers who don’t know they’re sick. The disease in older kids and adults can be quite mild and if 
untreated, an infected person can spread pertussis for several weeks. Providers should consider a diagnosis of whooping cough 
in anyone with persistent coughs in order to prevent spreading the infection to infants and young kids. 
How soon do symptoms appear? Symptoms start 5 to 21 days (average 7 to 10 days) after exposure. 
How is pertussis prevented? Get vaccinated to prevent pertussis. Community (or herd) immunity helps slow down the spread 
of disease but only works when most people are immune. At least 9 out of 10 of us must have immunity to whooping cough to 
keep the disease from spreading. Kids and adults can get vaccinated to help stop outbreaks and lower the risk of infection to 
babies and others most likely to get severe cases of pertussis. People who have (or may have) whooping cough should get 
antibiotics early in their illness and stay home from work or school and away from young kids and infants until properly treated 
or until they no longer have symptoms. Providers can prescribe preventive antibiotics to people in close contact with someone 
with whooping cough if they are at high risk for severe disease or have close contact with those at high risk.
Who needs whooping cough vaccine? Before age seven, kids should get five doses of the diphtheria, tetanus, and acellular 
pertussis vaccine (DtaP).  The following people should get one dose of a different type of tetanus diphtheria and acellular 
pertussis vaccine (Tdap):
• Kids aged 7 to 10 years who are not up-to-date on their whooping cough vaccinations
(and complete the series with recommended diphtheria and tetanus vaccine doses as
needed).
• Adolescents aged 11 to 18 years (preferably at age 11 or 12 years).
• All adults who have not had the Tdap vaccine before.
• Pregnant women in the late second or early third trimester who have not had the Tdap
vaccine before.
• Health care workers who have not had the Tdap vaccine before.
• Anyone who cares for babies less than 12 months old, like child care providers. Tdap booster vaccine is important for 
everyone who will have contact with new infants, especially pregnant women, family members, and health care 
workers.
Do adults who had whooping cough as a child still need to get the vaccine?  Yes. Vaccination against whooping 
cough is recommended because immunity wears off over
time and doesn’t offer lifelong protection.
What should I do if I think someone in my family has whooping cough?  It is important to consider a diagnosis of 
whooping cough whenever someone has a persistent cough, especially if it lasts longer than two weeks, or if the 
coughing occurs in “spells” followed by difficulty catching the breath or gagging. If you think you or one of your family 
members has whooping cough, call your health care provider and ask about the disease. Try to stay away from other 
people until treated (or until another diagnosis for the cough proves it’s not contagious).
Where can I get more information?
• Your local health agency
• Communicable Disease Epidemiology, 206-418-5500 or 877-539-4344 (toll free)
• Office of Immunization and Child Profile, 360-236-3595
• Pertussis (Whooping Cough) – What you need to know (Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention)
• Adults and whooping cough (National Foundation for Infectious Disease DOH 420-017 
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