SCHOOL NEWSLETTER • FEBRUARY 8, 2019

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Winter weather brings challenges
Dear Grass Valley School Community,
February is off to a bumpy start with the
weather complications, and the snowy forecast could
make next week interesting, too. With the elevation
in Camas ranging up to nearly 2,000 feet, sometimes
the reason for a late start or cancellation is hard to
see from your own neighborhood. When hazardous
weather is possible, the school district deploys a
team of drivers who hit the roads around 4 a.m. and
then meet to discuss conditions. District leaders also
confer with our weather service and superintendents
from other area schools, and must make a decision
around 5 a.m. — not always an easy task!
As the district announced, we will make up the
two days missed this week on March 15 and June 19.
With the potential for additional snow days this
month, the district will be looking at creative ways to
recoup classroom time if needed. Depending on how
next week goes, it is possible that we will use the
Feb. 15 make-up day. We will communicate more
about this as decisions are made.
In the event of a two-hour late start on a
Wednesday, remember that elementary schools’ usual
early release will be canceled, and students will
dismiss at 2:30 instead of 12:10.
When we do have school in cold weather, we are
requesting your support in reminding your children
to dress warmly. All students are expected to wear
coats and hats when they go outside during cold
weather, but some are voicing disappointment at
having to do this. Our staff would appreciate some
extra reinforcement at home about the importance
of dressing for the weather.
February is Black History Month, and we will be
taking time to learn about this important part of our
history. If you’ve been in the school, you may have
noticed posters and photos recognizing important

figures in black history around the building. We view
honoring diversity as a year-round activity, and we
want to continue to recognize and celebrate the
diversity we have at Grass Valley. As we continue to
grow as a school, it is very important that everyone
in our building welcomes our differences and shows
both respect and compassion to multiple
perspectives and cultural differences.
Grass Valley has 558 students and 18 different
languages that are spoken at home and school.
About 33 percent of GVE students have a cultural
heritage outside of the United States; 41 students
have two or more races. The students, parents and
staff of Grass Valley have multiple shades of skin
color. Our diversity is a blessing to our community! It
is my hope that we create a culture that is free of
bias, and full of respect and acceptance — one where
we can learn from each other in ways that allow us
to reflect on our differences in positive ways. Our
culture should spark continuous learning around
race and ethnicity in a way that we can examine how
our relationship to our own culture guides our
thinking and actions. Together, we can help students
learn to embrace the dynamics of difference.
This month’s kindness theme is random acts of
kindness. See what your child can come up with to
embrace this theme!
Looking ahead to spring, some families in grades
3–5 are asking about the dates for state testing.
Washington’s “window” opens in March, but testing at
Grass Valley often doesn’t begin until late March or
beyond. We are starting to build schedules for the
Smarter Balanced Assessment, and will send that
information to affected families once dates are set.
Regards,
T. Sean McMillan, principal
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PTA NEWS
COMING UP
Taekwondo fundraiser
MARCH 4, 6 and 8. This annual
PTA fundraiser gives 100
percent of the fee to
support our school.
For $25 students get
three after-school
sessions from World
Class Martial Arts.
Watch for flyers with a
registration form coming
home soon in students'
backpacks.

Paint night fundraiser
MARCH 7. "Kids and a Canvas" is a
new event for us, with
limited space
available. It will be
held in the evening at
Grass Valley. See flyer and
registration form on Page 3.

Chipotle fundraiser
MARCH 9. Treat yourself and help
our PTA at the same time! See flyer
on Page 3.

PTA meeting
MARCH 12. We will meet from 6:30
to 8 p.m. at GVE to discuss board
elections and hear from guest
speaker Jenna Linerud, our school
counselor. She will present “Ways to
Nurture Your Child’s Mental Health.”

Book fair and art night
MARCH 18-22. Spring book fair
week features the annual Evening of
Art & Literature on March 20, with
student artwork on display and
evening hours to shop for books. See
flyer on Page 4.

Nominees sought
for next year’s board
If you've been wanting to get more involved in
school events or the PTA, now is a great time to step
forward. Soon we will elect the four executive board
members to lead our
organization for the next
school year.
All of our executive
board positions are open for
nomination and election
each spring, with two-year
term limits for each
position. We have three
positions that we know will
be open for 2019-20: president, vice president and
secretary. All of these can be co-chaired with another
person. The other four board positions are also open to
nominations, and will be appointed by the incoming
executive board in late spring or early summer. Those
positions are: fundraising coordinator, volunteer
coordinator, membership coordinator and newsletter
coordinator.
The board meets monthly, and you can learn more
about the duties of each position on our website.
If you are interested in volunteering or want to learn
more, please contact PTA President Melanie Johnson or
Volunteer Coordinator Amanda Rinesmith.
We hope you will consider joining our board next
year!

Or, try the Nominating Committee
Part of our process for finding new board members
includes forming an official Nominating Committee, a
brief and simple job. We need three people who can
spend just a couple of hours reaching out to others in
our school community who might be interested in
serving on the PTA board.
Our elections are held in the spring, and the
nominating committee typically begins looking at
candidates early in the year.
If you are interested or have any questions, please
contact our president, Melanie Johnson. Thank you!
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PTA NEWS

GRASS VALLEY PTA PRESENTS…

Kids and a Canvas
PAINT NIGHT!
FRIDAY, MARCH 8th 6-7:30pm (*doors open at 5:45pm)
$35 per painter
(Includes 9x12 canvas, supplies & step by step instruction)
ADULT must stay with student, this is NOT a drop off event.
**SPACE IS LIMITED, PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY MARCH 4TH**
Turn in the below registration with Payment to the office.
Cash or Check payable to Grass Valley PTA

Student Name __________________________________ Grade ___________
Parent/Guardian _________________________ Phone __________________

GRASS VALLEY PTA PRESENTS…

Kids and a Canvas
SCHOOLSPIRIT
PAINT NIGHT!
TASTESGREAT

FRIDAY, MARCH 8th 6-7:30pm (*doors open at 5:45pm)
$35 per painter
(Includes 9x12 canvas, supplies & step by step instruction)
ADULT must stay with student, this is NOT a drop off event.
**SPACE IS LIMITED, PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY MARCH 4TH**
Make dinner a selfless act by joining us for a fundraiser to
Turn in the below registration with Payment to the office.
support Grass Valley PTA. Come in to the Chipotle at 915 SE
164th AveCash
Ste 100
in Vancouver
March
or Check
payableontoSaturday,
Grass Valley
PTA9th
between 5:00pm and 9:00pm. Bring in this flyer, show it on
your smartphone or tell the cashier you’re supporting the
cause to make sure that 33% of the proceeds will be donated
to Grass Valley PTA.

LOVE YOUR
BOX TOPS!
Start sending in your Box
Tops! Our spring collection
drive runs through Feb. 22.

The classes
that
bring in the
Student Name __________________________________
Grade
___________
most will receive a

Parent/Guardian _________________________ Phone __________________
special prize.

Online orders will not be included in the fundraiser total. To ensure your purchase is counted in the fundraiser, be sure to
order and pay in-restaurant. Gift card purchases during fundraisers do not count towards total donated sales, but purchases
made with an existing gift card will count.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Spring Book Fair
is coming soon!
!

>> March 18-22 <<

We are excited about the upcoming Spring Book Fair and the opportunity we have
to support our amazing readers at Grass Valley! The book fairs support our PTA book
cart, in addition to our school library. The PTA provides every student a book of their
choice during their birthday month and another in conjunction with our stripe-ticket
drawings during the year. That’s two books per student, or more than 1,100 books!

Your support of the book fair makes this happen.
SCHEDULE:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: 8:00 AM–3:00 PM
Wednesday: 8:00 AM–1:00 PM and 5:30 PM–7:30 PM
Friday: 8:00 AM–NOON

FAMILY EVENT:
We hope you can join us for our annual Evening of Art and Literature on Wednesday,
March 20, when the book fair will be open 5:30–7:30 PM. Your children’s artwork will be
on display in the cafeteria/gym, and sweet treats will be provided. Come admire our
students’ creativity, supported through the PTA’s Art Discovery program.

ONLINE FAIR:
You can also support our book fair online at www.scholastic.com/bookfairs.

IMPORTANT REMINDER/NEW FEATURE:
Parents, please remember that the prices in the Scholastic flyer do not include sales tax.
If you send in money with your child, remember to include extra for the 8.4 percent tax.
Please place money in an envelope or plastic bag labeled with the student’s and
teacher’s names.
Would you rather your child shop the fair without handling cash? Our new eWallet allows
you to set up a free account, authorize a spending limit and let your child shop the fair
cash-free. More information on how to set this up will be coming soon.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES:
We’ll be looking for volunteers to help set up and take down the fair, and to help during
the fair itself. Please watch your email and next month’s newsletter for more information
about signing up to help.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Camas School District
Kindergarten Registration Events

It is time for kindergarten registration for the 2019-2020 school year! Listed below are the dates for
registration and orientation events for each school. The purpose of orientation is to meet teachers
and staff, learn about the kindergarten curriculum and take a ride on a real school bus! If you are not
sure which school your child will attend, or would like to make a registration appointment, please call
360-833-5410 to speak with Maria Spencer, Becky Stauffer and Shanna Michelle, district registrars.
They will also be onsite at the orientations for your convenience. You may access registration
paperwork online at http://www.camas.wednet.edu/schools-resources/resources/new-student-registration/
Please note that in addition to the registration forms, you will need to submit the following paperwork:
• State-issued birth certificate
• Immunization information. Students must be fully immunized including “kindergarten shots” or
an exemption needs to be on file in order for your child to be registered.
• Proof of residency (2 items), i.e., utility bill, payroll check, signed lease agreement, etc.
Please let us know if you plan to attend the Kindergarten Orientation. In addition, if you know of any
future Camas kindergarten students in your neighborhood, preschool, etc., please share this
information with them.
Helen Baller Elementary
1954 NE Garfield Street
(360) 833-5720
Date: May 22
Time: 1:00-2:30

Dorothy Fox Elementary
2623 NW Sierra Street
(360) 833-5700
Date: May 15
Time: 4:00-5:50

Grass Valley Elementary
3000 NW Grass Valley Drive
(360) 833-5710
Date: May 22
Time: 8:15-9:45

Woodburn Elementary
2400 NE Woodburn Drive
(360) 833-5860
Date: May 22
Time: 4:00-5:30

Prune Hill Elementary
1601 NW Tidland Street
(360) 833-5730
Date: May 15
Time: 1:00-2:30

Lacamas Lake Elementary
4825 North Shore Blvd
(360) 833-5740
Date: May 15
Time: 5:00-6:30

CONTACT
This newsletter is published monthly by Grass Valley Elementary and the PTA. You can email
suggestions and comments to newsletter coordinator Nancy Nilles, at newsletter@gvezebraspta.org.
To add or remove email addresses on our mailing list, contact GVE Head Secretary Aileen Hay at
360-833-5710.
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NEWS

Scenes
from the hall

First grade created this display about Martin Luther King
Jr., Jackie Robinson, Rosa Parks and others to help mark
Black History Month.

The Lambert family’s dog, Ash,
loves Ziggy, too!

A note of thanks from Hough Elementary
Dear Grass Valley School Community,
Thank you for your continued generosity in providing holiday support to our Hough
Elementary community. When students who received holiday help returned to school on
January 7, they walked down the halls with a new glow, showing off new clothing and
feeling confident in themselves. They buzzed in conversation about what great gifts they
received for the holiday this year.
We cannot thank you enough for helping to bring such a positive light into the lives of
our students who may have never had that without your help. As a staff we don’t
have the words to express how excited and thankful we are to have your
support.
Thanks again,
Hough Elementary Staff
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CALENDAR
February/March,
!
!

11!
12!
nd!
nd!
2 Grade!CogAT!test!
2 Grade!CogAT!test!
8:15>9:45!AM!
8:15>9:45!AM!
• !
• !
Art!Discovery!Mtg.!
ECO!Officers!
Cafeteria!
2:35>3:15!PM!
8:15>9:15!AM!
!
18!
19!
Presidents!Day!Holiday!
!
NO,SCHOOL,
!
!
!

25!
Assembly!
1:10!PM!
!
04!

26!
!
!
!
05!

!
!
!

18!
Book!Fair!
8:00!AM>3:00!PM!
!
!

12!
PTA!General!
Membership!Meeting!
Library!
6:30>8:00!PM!
19!
Book!Fair!
8:00!AM>3:00!PM!
• !
th
5 !Grade!!Field!Trip!
Columbia!Springs!
8:45!AM>1:00!PM!

14!

20!
Jazz!Choir!Practice!
Music!Room!
12:15>1:15!PM!

21!
February!Birthday!!
Lunch!
• !
Student!Leadership!
Team!(SLT)!Mtg.!!
2:40>3:40!PM!
Room!209!
28!
th
5 !Grade!Field!Trip!
OMSI!
8:15!AM>1:30!PM!
07!
Student!Leadership!
Team!(SLT)!Meeting!
2:40>3:40!PM!
Room!209!

27!
Jazz!Choir!Practice!
Music!Room!
12:15>1:15!PM!
06!
Jazz!Choir!Practice!
Music!Room!
12:15>1:15!PM!
• !
Taekwondo!PTA!
fundraiser!>!Gym!
12:15>1:05!PM!
!
13!
Jazz!Choir!Practice!
Music!Room!
12:15>1:15!PM!

Taekwondo!PTA!
fundraiser!>!Gym!
2:35>3:25!PM!

11!
!
!
!

13!
Jazz!Choir!Practice!
Music!Room!
12:15>1:15!PM!

20!
Book!Fair!!
8:00!AM>1:00!PM!&!!
5:30>7:30!PM!
• !
ART,SHOWCASE,
5:30>7:30!PM!
• !
Jazz!Choir!Practice!
Music!Room!
12:15>1:15!PM!

15!
Possible!Snow!Make>up!
Day!!
!

!!

MARCH!!!!!!!!!!01!

08!
Taekwondo!PTA!
fundraiser!>!Gym!
2:35>3:25!PM!
• !
PTA!fundraiser:!
Kids!&!Canvas!!
Cafeteria!
6:00>7:30!PM!

14!

15!
Snow!Make>Up!Day!

21!
Book!Fair!
8:00!AM>3:00!PM!
• !
th
5 !Grade!!Field!Trip!
Columbia!Springs!
8:45!AM>1:00!PM!
• !
March!Birthday!Lunch!
• !
Student!Leadership!
Team!(SLT)!Meeting!!
2:40>3:40!PM!
Room!209!

22!
Book!Fair!
8:00!AM>12:00!PM!

Assembly!
8:15!AM!

!

• Grass Valley Elementary •

• Grass Valley PTA •

3000 NW Grass Valley Drive, Camas, WA 98607
Tel: 360-833-5710 | Fax: 360-833-5711
http://schools.camas.wednet.edu/grassvalley/

Visit us at
http://grassvalleypta3665.weebly.com and "like" us on
Facebook.
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