
SCHOOL NEWSLETTER  •  SEPTEMBER 14, 2018

Welcome, new and returning Zebras
Dear Grass Valley School Community,

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

It’s been great to have the halls filled with 
students again as we kick off a new school year. 
Everyone seems to be adjusting well to our new 
start and release times. We appreciate your support 
in getting children to school consistently and on 
time.

Our enrollment is currently 557 students, down 
slightly from this time last year. Among those are 
73 new students, and the families in our school 
community speak a total of 18 languages. As we 
continue to grow and become more diverse, one of 
our goals at GVE is to ensure that all students feel 
accepted and valued for who they are. We want to 
foster an environment that celebrates our 
differences and allows us to learn from each other’s 
unique experiences and perspectives.

On a related note, we are also going to 
continue this year with building on last year’s 
school motto, “Kindness is Contagious.” You will 
hear more about this topic as the year progresses.

Please mark your calendars for Curriculum 
Night next week. This is an opportunity to visit with 
your child’s teacher about what students will be 
learning and how the classroom functions. This 
evening is intended for parents/caregivers. If 
possible, please attend without your child(ren). The 
schedule is as follows:
TUESDAY, SEPT. 18: GRADES K–2

Kindergarten — 5:15-5:45 p.m.
First grade — 5:45-6:15 p.m.
Second grade — 6:15-6:45 p.m.

THURSDAY, SEPT. 20: GRADES 3–5
Third grade — 5:15-6:00 p.m.
Fourth grade — 6:00-6:45 p.m.
Fifth grade — 6:45-7:45 p.m.

The beginning of the school year is a good time 
for a few procedural reminders:

• Please continue to show courtesy to our 
neighbors and do not use private driveways to drop 
off or pick up children. 

• Because 44th Avenue is very busy with bus 
traffic during drop-off and pickup times, we ask that 
you please drop off students at the corner of 44th 
and Emily Way if you can't use the parking lot. 

• Please do not use Grass Valley Court to park, 
or drop off or pick up students. 

• It’s essential that parents/caregivers pick up 
children on time.

• If you are going beyond the parking/drop-off 
areas, you must check in at the office first to be 
permitted on the school campus. This includes the 
playground during school hours and before school.

• Please drive with utmost care in the Grass 
Valley parking lot, especially during drop-off and 
pickup times.

Two other updates:
• We’d like to remind everyone that our new 

counselor, Jenna Linerud, is now available should 
you ever have any concerns about your child.

• For those with students in grades four and 
five, we will be sending home the 2017-18 SBAC 
results with your child on Friday, Sept. 21.

We hope the school year is off to a great start 
for all of our Zebras. If you ever have any questions 
or concerns, please don’t hesitate to reach out to 
me or to our associate principal, Melissa Hutton, at 
any time at 360-833-5710.

Regards,

Sean McMillan, principal
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Meet your 2018-19 PTA board members
Hello Grass Valley families!
We are looking forward to a great year for the PTA and hope you'll join us in supporting our school 

and our students as much as you’re able — whether that’s supporting our 
fundraising, volunteering for projects and events, or just attending our meetings 
to see what we’re about. We want everyone to feel welcome!
First, we’d like to introduce our board, so you can put a name to a face you 
might see often in the hall (or, in Melanie's case, in the school office). If you 
missed our table at Back to School Night, you can still sign up any time to be a 
member. Fill out the form and return it with your $10 payment to school. And 
don't forget the yellow form with volunteer information, too!
If you have any questions, you can find our email addresses on the PTA website. 

The board meets monthly, and elections for all executive positions are held in the spring.
Thank you, and we hope to see you in the hall!

MELANIE JOHNSON
PRESIDENT

Children: Grace Johnson (grade 
4, Mrs. Thorkelson) and Jeff 
Johnson (grade 6, Skyridge 
Middle School) 

STEPHANI PIZZI
VICE PRESIDENT

Children: Chatham Miller (grade 
4, Mr. Almeyda), Gabriella Pizzi 
(senior, Cal State San Marcos San 
Diego) and Victoria Pizzi

CHARLENE LAMBERT
TREASURER

Children: Jonah Lambert (grade 
2, Mrs. Greene), Lucas Lambert 
(grade 5, Mrs. Strawn) and Nolan 
Lambert (grade 7, Skyridge MS)

JACQUIE COPELAND
SECRETARY

Children: Kerry Copeland (grade 
4, Mrs. Curtin) and Gavin 
Copeland (grade 2, Mrs. Greene)

TERESA MCLAREN
FUNDRAISING COORDINATOR

Children: Kelly McLaren (grade 4, 
Mrs. Hunting-Knight) and Anne 
McLaren (grade 7 at Skyridge 
Middle School) 

AMANDA RINESMITH
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR

Children: Tad Rinesmith II (grade 
4, Mrs. Hunting-Knight’s class) and 
Mercais Rinesmith (grade 1, Mrs. 
Lange's class)

LACEY MCKAY
MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR

Children: Colby McKay (grade 5, 
Mr. Crone), Riley McKay (grade 3, 
Mrs. Obegi) and Taylor McKay 
(kindergarten, Mrs. Woolfe)

NANCY NILLES
NEWSLETTER COORDINATOR

Children: Ben Corvin (grade 5, 
Mrs. Crowe) and James Corvin 
(grade 3, Mrs. Schrom)

http://grassvalleypta3665.weebly.com/
http://grassvalleypta3665.weebly.com/


URGENT: Fun Run chair needed immediately!
A scheduling conflict has put us in urgent need of a new volunteer to organize our annual Fun 

Run PTA fundraising event, currently scheduled for Thursday, Oct. 11. If you are interested, please 
respond by Wednesday, Sept. 19. If no one volunteers, we will have to postpone or possibly cancel 
this event. Know that all of our volunteers have the full support and help of our board, and will 
receive instructions about what to do. 

Our budget is counting on raising $9,000 from the Fun Run — money that helps fund programs 
such as Art Discovery, teacher grants for curriculum support, books for the library, and the Winter 
Blast and Spring Carnival events, among many other things. 

We also have two other positions that we need to fill soon:
Spirit Wear chair: This person would take charge of our Spirit Wear sales — promoting sales, 

working with our vendor and ensuring that orders are completed and delivered.
Art Discovery co-chair: We'd love to find someone to learn the ropes of the Art 

Discovery program with the goal of taking it over for the following school year. Our 
board vice president, Stephani Pizzi, has been running the program in addition to her 
board duties and is ready to train her successor.

If you're interested, have questions or are able to help, please email our president, Melanie 
Johnson. You can learn more about all of our work on our website under the “About the PTA” tab.

Thank you in advance for your support!
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Make sure you’re 
clear to volunteer

If you think you might want to 
volunteer in the classroom or help with 
other school or PTA events, please 
remember that Camas School District 
requires all volunteers to complete a 
Volunteer Application Form and 
background check. The application is valid 
for two years, so if you filled one out last 
year, you don’t need to do it this year.

You can download the form from the 
district website or pick one up in the 
school office.

Not a member? Anyone can sign up for the PTA email list to learn 
about opportunities to help throughout the year. 

Email our volunteer coordinator, Amanda Rinesmith, to join the list.

Support our PTA when 
you shop Amazon! 

Did you know that you can support our PTA 
by shopping at smile.amazon.com? Amazon will 
donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible 
AmazonSmile 
purchases to the 
Grass Valley PTA. 
AmazonSmile is the 
same Amazon you 
probably already shop, including the same 
products, prices and service.

Under “select charity or organization,” type 
Grass Valley PTA 3 6 65. Select our school and 
shop as you normally would.

mailto:volunteers@gvezebraspta.org?subject=email%20subject
mailto:president@gvezebraspta.org?subject=email%20subject
mailto:president@gvezebraspta.org?subject=email%20subject
mailto:president@gvezebraspta.org?subject=email%20subject
mailto:president@gvezebraspta.org?subject=email%20subject
http://grassvalleypta3665.weebly.com/
http://grassvalleypta3665.weebly.com/
http://www.camas.wednet.edu/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Volunteer_Application.pdf
http://www.camas.wednet.edu/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Volunteer_Application.pdf
mailto:volunteers@gvezebraspta.org?subject=email%20subject
mailto:volunteers@gvezebraspta.org?subject=email%20subject
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
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JOIN MOD IN SUPPORTING 

Grass Valley PTA 

Wednesday, September 19th • All Day 
Bring in this flyer and MOD will donate 20% 

of your bill to support their great work! 
 

MOD PIZZA • Vancouver 
19151 SE Mill Plain Blvd, Suite 100 

Vancouver, WA 98683 
(360)254-4663 

Offer valid only on the date(s) and at the MOD location identified on this flyer. Only non-profit organizations and non-profit schools are 
eligible to participate in the MOD fundraising program. MOD will donate 20% of food and beverage sales to the organization. Tax, gift 

cards and retail sales are excluded from the donation. Offer valid for dine in, take out or phone orders. Not valid for online orders. Offer 
void if the flyer is distributed in or near the restaurant. For more information about fundraising, visit https://modpizza.com/fundraisers/ 

  

© 2018 MOD Super Fast Pizza, LLC. All rights reserved. 

COMING UP

TUESDAY: Payback coupon 
book sales end Sept. 18. Please 
return any unsold books, 
payments or orders to school 
with your student. The books 
cost $20, with Grass Valley PTA 
earning $10 of each sale. One 
book was provided to each 
student during the first week of 
school. If you sold additional 
books, they will be delivered to 
your child’s classroom. Thank 
you! 

WEDNESDAY: Our first "Dine 
Around" fundraiser is Sept. 19 
at Mod Pizza. See flyer at right. 

OCT. 4: The first meeting for 
Art Discovery volunteers will 
be at 8:15 a.m. in the GVE 
cafeteria. 

OCT. 11: The RAINBOW DASH 
Fun Run, if we find a 
chairperson, will take place on 
the track during the school day 
and is a major PTA fundraiser. 
All grades participate. Family 
members are welcome to come 
cheer on the runners. Watch for 
more info coming soon.

OCT. 1-26: Be sure to save your 
Box Tops! Our annual fall Box 
Top collection contest will be 
starting next month — with a 
special reward for the classes 
that collect the most.

Note: You must show the flyer 
either in print or on your mobile device.

Printed flyers will be coming home with students soon.

Spirit Wear orders open 
Sept. 21–Oct. 8

Order forms for Grass Valley Spirit Wear will be 
coming home with students soon. This year 

families can order and pay online and 
items will be shipped to school in bulk 
and delivered to students' classrooms. 

Choose from T-shirts in several colors in 
children’s and adults’ sizes. All items 

feature the Grass Valley school logo.
Orders are due Monday, Oct. 8 — no exceptions.

https://grassvalley.itemorder.com/sale
https://grassvalley.itemorder.com/sale


Scenes 
from the 
hall

There are a lot of 
displays under way 
in the halls as the 
year gets rolling. 

Third-grade teachers 
Mrs. Schrom and 
Mrs. Obegi created 
this billboard display 
raising awareness of 
Grass Valley's 
growing diversity 
and focus on 
kindness.
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CONTACT US
This newsletter is published monthly during the 

school year by Grass Valley Elementary and the PTA. 
You can email the newsletter coordinator, Nancy 

Nilles, at newsletter@gvezebraspta.org.

To add email addresses to the mailing list, contact 
GVE Head Secretary Aileen Hay at 360-833-5710.

•

Grass Valley Elementary
3000 NW Grass Valley Drive

Camas, WA 98607
Tel: 360-833-5710 | Fax: 360-833-5711

http://schools.camas.wednet.edu/grassvalley/    
•

Grass Valley PTA
Visit us online at 

http://grassvalleypta3665.weebly.com 
and "like" us on Facebook.

Share your best photos 
with the yearbook!

If you take photos at school events and 
activities this year, we'd love to have them 
for our yearbook. The book is produced by 
volunteers and depends heavily on people 
sharing the photos they take during field 
trips, events and special classroom 
activities (be sure to ask the teacher's 
permission first).

Email your photos to 
gvephotos@gmail.com. Please send a 
maximum of five shots per event and 
include the event, grade level, teacher name 
if applicable, and students' names if you 
know them.

Thank you for helping make our 
yearbook great!

Yearbooks cost only $10 and will be 
sold in the spring.

mailto:newsletter@gvezebraspta.org
mailto:newsletter@gvezebraspta.org
http://schools.camas.wednet.edu/grassvalley/
http://schools.camas.wednet.edu/grassvalley/
http://grassvalleypta3665.weebly.com
http://grassvalleypta3665.weebly.com
mailto:gvephotos@gmail.com?subject=
mailto:gvephotos@gmail.com?subject=
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