
FFOOXX  SSCCHHOOOOLL  EEAARRTTHHQQUUAAKKEE  PPLLAANNNNIINNGG  

SECURE IN PLACE PREPARATION 

 

ARE YOU READY TO TAKE MEASURES IN CASE OF AN EARTHQUAKE? 

 

Recommended Actions: 
 

If an earthquake warning is announced on the intercom or you see or feel signs of an earthquake (ground 

shaking, hanging objects swaying, objects wobbling on shelves).  Take cover immediately under desks, tables, 

or other heavy furniture.  DROP, COVER, and HOLD ON.  Turn away from windows.  The shaking and 

commotion can last as long as 60 seconds.  (See back to show students how to cover and hold.)   

 

If cover is not available, kneel against wall corners, narrow halls, or against weight bearing walls facing away 

from windows.  Cover head and neck with hands and elbows; if coats are available, cover heads with them to 

protect from glass 

 

Stay away from windows, light fixtures and suspended objects. 

 

When outside, stay outside.  Take cover in an open area away from falling hazards. 

 

Remain calm, reassuring students by speaking and giving instructions in a firm, calm voice. 

 

When the quake is over, have students get back into their seats if possible.  This makes the room orderly to 

allow for next step instructions. As long as the intercom system works, classrooms will be ordered to evacuate 

the building if needed.  Be aware of any hazards in the path of exiting including broken glass, fallen ceiling 

tiles, shelving, etc.  If no intercom is available, the safe decision is usually to evacuate and wait for instructions 

outside. Adults will use their best judgment with the information that you have available about evacuation. 

 

Go to your designated safe, outdoor area. Against the fence on the playground is a good spot.  Should an 

aftershock happen while exiting, drop and cover where you are. Bring red/green signs, evacuation backpack, 

and class roster with required emergency information for students if you can. Account for all students. 

(Remember that red suitcase has extra signs, pens, and class lists if you need them) Send red/green signs to the 

designated hub personnel wearing red vests like other evacuation drills. 

 

Remain outside the building until authorized personnel have inspected the structures for safe re-entry.   

 

 

TEACHER CHECK LIST: 

 HAVE YOU INSPECTED YOUR CLASSROOM OR WORK AREA FOR POSSIBLE 

 HAZARDS DUE TO AN EARTHQUAKE?  For example, possible falling objects, unsecured 

 shelving, heavy items that could tip over.  Talk to Sork if worried about any particular area. 

HAVE YOU DISCUSSED AND PRACTICED PROCEDURES WITH STUDENTS 

HAVE STUDENTS BEEN TOLD WHAT TO DO IF THEY ARE IN THE  

         BATHROOM, OFFICE, OR OTHER AREA WHEN AN EARTHQUAKE OCCURS 



 

http://www.dropcoverholdon.org/ 

 

 

http://www.dropcoverholdon.org/

