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I N S I D E  T H I S  N E W S L E T T E R  

HI-CAP PROGRAM NOMINATION WINDOW OPEN 

INFO ABOUT TAEKWONDO AFTERSCHOOL  

KEYBOARD PROGRAM FOR KIDS 

AMAZONSMILE TIP FROM THE PTA 

NOVEMBER 25-27   Thanksgiving Holiday—NO SCHOOL 

DECEMBER 1 Afterschool Tae Kwon Do Session #1 

DECEMBER 2 Foxy Depot Store Reward for Students Who Have 

  Turned in their Monthly Reading Calendars 

DECEMBER 3 Afterschool Tae Kwon Do Session #2 

DECEMBER 4 STUFF THE BUS FINAL DAY! 

DECEMBER 4 Foxy Spirit Day—Wear Red! 

DECEMBER 4 Taiko Assembly 2:30pm : Group #4 

  Cadonau, Macaya, Scott, Hughes, Savelesky 

DECEMBER 7 PTA Wishing Tree Tags Available in Main Hall 

DECEMBER 8 Afterschool Tae Kwon Do Session #3 

DECEMBER 10 Fall Report Cards Go Home in Backpacks 

DECEMBER 10 Afterschool Tae Kwon Do Session #4 

DECEMBER 14 CHS Brass Band playing at Dismissal Time 

DECEMBER 18 Foxy Spirit Day—Sports Day 

DECEMBER 19-3 WINTER BREAK—NO SCHOOL 

JANUARY 4 Back to School for 2016! 

UPCOMING DATES: (Can go to Fox School Website for Calendar Information) http://schools.camas.wednet.edu)

D o n ’ t  F o r g e t  t o  T u r n  i n  Y o u r  P T AD o n ’ t  F o r g e t  t o  T u r n  i n  Y o u r  P T A   

M o n t h l y  F o x y  R e a d i n g  C a l e n d a rM o n t h l y  F o x y  R e a d i n g  C a l e n d a r   

All Fox students should be reading at home. Families 

should record daily minutes read. Students earn points 

to spend at the Foxy Depot at the end of the trimester. 



MESSAGE FROM DR. SORK, PRINCIPAL 

Dorothy Fox Elementary is such an amazing 

place due to the support of our parents and 

community.  The Taiko Drumming Artist-in-

Residence Program has been a highlight of the 

year thanks to PTA support of the arts in our 

School.  Our students have impressed us with their effort 

and approach to this new skill.  Our playground has been 

rocking with the sounds of Taiko Drumming coming from the 

portable building. Many say it feels like an earthquake to be 

nearby it is so powerful. The traits of Respect, Collaboration, 

and Perseverance resonate throughout all the learning of 

our school.  We thank parents, guardians, and caregivers for 

making FOX ROCK! 

WINTER WEATHER APPROACHING: 

As the season comes for inclement weather it is important 

for all Dorothy Fox families to know how the school schedule 

can change when unsafe weather occurs. In the event of a 

school closure or delay, the district will launch an emergency 

telephone alert which will send a recorded message to the 

primary phone number of every student in the district.  You 

will receive this call at approximately 6:00 AM. The 

information is also available through local news media and 

the district website.  

All public schools in WA are required to have 180 days of 

attendance.  We have to make-up any full days that are 

missed. Should we have a whole day missed, the first Snow 

Make-Up day will be February 12, 2016.  After that, any 

made up days will be added to the end of the year in June. 

  

EVERY DAY COUNTS—Attend Today, Achieve Tomorrow! 

School attendance is a baseline factor in determining a 

student’s success.  The rich school experience of today 

cannot be replicated with make-up work assignments and it 

is impossible for a teacher to repeat the instruction, 

formative assessment and interactions that a student misses 

when they are gone.  For this reason, we respectfully ask 

families to refrain from pulling students out of school for out 

of town trips during the 180 day school year. 

Thank you for your continued support of our teachers and 

learners.  Wishing you a safe holiday season ahead! 

     Cathy Sork 

The Camas School District is taking Parent 

Nominations for students in grades 2-5 to 

participate in testing for the Highly Capable 

Program. 

The nomination window ends December 15. 

If you would like 

to have your child 

considered or 

would just like to 

know more about 

it,  please go to 

the CSD website - 

         camas.wednet.edu/highly-capable. 

FYI about School Lunch 
Did you know that Dorothy Fox makes all the students 

sit at the lunch table 20 minutes for grades K-1, and 15 

minutes in grades 2-5 before they are excused to go 

out to recess.  We want 

them to refuel and eat their 

lunch without trying to rush 

out to the playground. 

Did you know that Dorothy 

Fox has experimented with 

recess before lunch to see if that helped students to 

eat their lunch more consistently and we found it did 

not result in students eating more. 

Did you know that students who buy school lunch get 

an unlimited amount of fruits and veggies?  If they are 

still hungry, they can come up and get more portions 

from the fruit/veggie bar upon request. 



Subscribe to the weekly PTA Newsflash emails: 

Visit Http://teacherweb/com/wa/dorothyfoxelementary/pta/newsflash.stm 

Click on the bottom of the screen to subscribe. 

You will receive an email every Friday describing upcoming events  
and opportunities for kids. 

 

WAYS FOR FOX 
PARENTS TO STAY 

Wanna Try Something New?   

Introduce your child to 
Taekwondo afterschool at 

Fox (A PTA event) 

The World Class Martial Arts studio will be 
returning this year to offer students the 
chance to participate in a set of Tae Kwon 
Do classes right at Dorothy Fox!  This 
exciting opportunity will take place the 
beginning of December with classes on 
12/1, 12/3, 12/8, and 12/10 with a final 
graduation ceremony at the WCMA studio 
on 12/12. 100% of the $20 fee for 
attending the classes is given back to 
Dorothy Fox.  This is a great time to check 
out Tae Kwon Do while also supporting 
your child's school! 

Past photo of Stuff the Bus at Fox! 

HELP FOX KIDS 
STUFF THE BUS! 

The annual Camas/ Washougal Food 

Drive is in full swing!   

All items stay in our local area to help 

families in need. 

Please send items to school by the 

morning of December 4th.   
 

The combined goal 

is 60,00lbs. 

New to the area?  Need to  

update your registration?  In Clark 

County, you can get information 

at: http://www.clark.wa.gov/

elections/voting/register.html 



Notes from the Fox Library with Mrs. Logan: 

It has been an exciting start to the school year in the Dorothy Fox Library.  If you’re 
ever curious about what’s happening in the library, please visit our website:  http://
bit.ly/FoxLibrary .  From there, you can read my blog to see what your students are 
learning, access our card catalog, Destiny, read about Washington award-nominee 
books, and more.   

At the end of October, 3-5th graders set reading goals for November-December.  
Working together with their language arts teachers and me, each student chose a goal 
number of chapter books to read in the six weeks before winter break.  To keep track 
of their reading, students will use a new program called ReadnQuiz (similar to 
Accelerated Reader) to answer 10 simple questions about the books they read.  They 
will also chart their progress in their library folders.  All students who meet their 
reading goals will have their pictures displayed on our Reading Wall of Fame.  We will 

repeat this process in January, with students building on their goals from the fall. 

ReadnQuiz is web-based, so students can take quizzes from home if they choose to 
do so.  However, this is NOT expected!  Students will have time to take quizzes 
during library, before school, during their lunch recess (last recess for 3rd grade), 
and possibly during computer time.  Taking quizzes from home is optional. 

Please contact me at sarah.logan@camas.wednet.edu if you have any questions or 
concerns about our library program.  I appreciate the warm welcome the Dorothy 
Fox community has given me this year and look forward to working more with Fox 
families in the future! 

 

 

Typing Agent Program Being Used to Help Students Learn to Type 

during computer lab time at Dorothy Fox Grades 2-5. 

Students can log in from home at https://camas.typingagent.com/ 
To log in:  Firstname.lastname (Uses the name on school registration) 

Password: foxes 

One of the shifts that we are making in all American classrooms is that children are learning to keyboard starting at 

the elementary level.  With more and more technology being used as a tool in the classroom, this is appropriate as a 

“need to know” skill earlier then in year’s past.  The Common Core Standards make frequent references to students 

using the internet for research which requires keyboarding skills. Additionally in the 3rd grade, students are 

expected to take the Smarter Balanced Tests on the computer which requires students to be able to navigate a 

computer keyboard.  By third grade, we need students to be able to manipulate a mouse; click, drag and type 

answers on a keyboard, and compose their writing on a computer.  

http://bit.ly/FoxLibrary
http://bit.ly/FoxLibrary
mailto:sarah.logan@camas.wednet.edu
https://camas.typingagent.com/


Dorothy Fox Parents can track your own 
student’s Math Fact Progress by signing up for 
a Parent Reporting Account for Grades 1-5 if 
you wish. 

https://www.reflexmath.com/parents 

 View detailed usage and fluency growth 
reports for your child 

 See which facts and families your child has 
mastered 

 Receive weekly progress updates via email\ 

All Students at Dorothy Fox in grades 1-5 

have a Reflex Math Account and should 

be practicing math facts 3x a week until 

the program light turns green. 

   The following is news from the Fox Gym with Coach Dunn:  

All grades transitioned from soccer in October and are working on their volleyball skills.  
Our 5th grade students are looking forward to the annual game against our staff coming  
just before Winter Break. Younger students will have the opportunity to experience a  
variety of volleyball activities as well as fitness and movement games. Older students will  
be learning fundamentals and game play leading up to the break.   

If you get a chance, check out this site for 20 fun family fitness activities: 
http://www.shapeup.org/children/tips-index.html   

Troy Dunn, Fox PE 

troy.dunn@camas.wednet.edu 

Special Shout Out to Mrs. Amy Fogle who donated her time in November to teach a dance 

unit to all the kids at Fox.  As an 

experienced dance teacher and coach, 

she broke down the dance craze of the 

season and the kids had a blast! And 

worked up a sweat   

Watch me Whip...Watch me Nae Nae! 

Got an old Golf Umbrella?Got an old Golf Umbrella?  
All of the umbrellas that Dorothy 

Fox bought a few years ago for 

dismissal time have broken.  If your 

family happens to have an old, 

sturdy umbrella that you are willing 

to donate, we could use them for when staff takes kids 

to cars at the North Door Pick up and to manage the 

buses at dismissal.  Thank you! 

 

Sample Reflex Report on Fact Family Mastery.   

Green means they know it. 

http://www.shapeup.org/children/tips-index.html
mailto:troy.dunn@camas.wednet.edu


 

 

Customizing Parent Communication Preferences 

SchoolMessenger is the communications service Camas School District uses 
to keep in touch  with families. This service helps us send announcements, school 
newsletters, and district news via email, phone, and text messages. 

Families can change how/where they receive notifications from Camas schools. Skylert, a module available in Skyward Family Ac-
cess, is the tool families can use to customize their SchoolMessenger communication preferences. Skylert allows parents to elect 
how they are contacted for the following scenarios: 

1. School Emergency (during school hours) 

2. Daily Attendance 

3. General Information (e.g. general school broadcasts) 

4. Weather Related Alert (during non-school hours) 

5. Surveys (not currently used) 

For each of these scenarios, a parent may elect to be contacted via phone and/or email. If the parent so chooses, they may add 
additional contact numbers or email addresses 
as well (‘Additional Contact Info’) for the five 
scenarios above. 

Instructions: 
Sign into Skyward Family Access. Click on the 
Skylert link to view the contact data for 
SchoolMessenger notifications.  

Select or deselect options as desired. 

 

 

 

 

Text Messaging 

Parents can sign up for text messages by completing two steps: 

1. Add your cell number in the “Additional Contact Info” section under Text Message Numbers; and 

2. From your cell phone, text the word subscribe to 68453. 

You’ll know you were successful if you receive the following automatic response text: “You are registered to receive aprox 3 msgs/
mo. Txt STOP to quit, HELP for help.” 

The district provides text messaging as an option, but individuals may incur costs from their cellular phone carrier associated with 
receiving text messages. 

If you have questions about modifying your communication preferences, or you are having difficulty receiving SchoolMessenger 
notifications, contact the public information officer at  Doreen.McKercher@camas.wednet.edu or (360) 833-5563. 

 

http://family.camas.wa-k12.net/
http://www.camas.wednet.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/Skylert-directions.jpg


Dorothy Fox Lost-n-Found as of 11/5/15  We encourage kids and families to claim your items. 

Is this your child’s coat? Any Lost-n-Found items left at Winter Break will be donated to charity. 

HELP!  THE LOST AND FOUND IS PACKED! 

Reminder that we go through the  

coats, hats, and lunch boxes.  Items with 

a name are returned to the student.  

Please put your child’s name on their 

items so they can find their way home. 

Giving 

Tree at 

Dorothy 

Fox 2016  

Each year the PTA sponsors 

the Giving Tree. Families with 

kids at Fox can ask Mr. Baxter 

to receive gifts, and Families 

at Fox get the joy of helping 

those families in need. Tags 

will start to be available De-

cember 8th. Look for the tree 

in the main hall and feel free 

to contact Mr. Baxter if you 

have questions. Thanks Fox 

Family! 

Chris Baxter,  

From the Music Room: 
 

Congratulations to Dorothy Fox Students Ella Kim and Mattina 

VanDyke for being selected to represent Dorothy Fox at the 

2016 WMEA Junior All-State Youth Choir.  The girls will travel 

to Yakima, WA on February 13th to rehearse with over 200 5th 

and 6th graders from around the state, and perform a concert 

at the beautiful Capitol Theater.  Nice work you two! 

The Fox Pack Swingin’ Ukes will be performing at the annual 

Hometown Holidays event in Downtown Camas on Friday, 

December 4th.  The exact time and location is still TBD, but 

expect lots of fun and some new twists—an electric ukulele? 

The 4th and 5th grade students did a beautiful job singing the 

National Anthem for the recent Veterans’ Day Assembly on 

November 13th.  This is not an easy song to learn or to 

sing!  Congratulations on your hard work and your fine 

performance! 

In the music classroom students are finishing up performance 

assessments on melodic and rhythmic elements, learning 

songs and games, playing drums and 

ukuleles, and practicing their music 

reading and writing skills.  Stay tuned 

for the dates of the grade level 

“Informances” that will take place in 

the late winter and spring.  Here, 

you’ll be invited to come watch and 

experience a typical music lesson with 



From the Dorothy Fox PTA... 

It is not too late to join the Dorothy Fox PTA! 

Our PTA is hard at work through the year to provide support to our staff and students. The PTA holds vari-
ous fundraisers that help fund the enriching programs your students enjoy. Some of the great programs 
the PTA provides with your support are: Raz Kids, Foxy Reader, STEM Night, Fieldtrips, Fox Community 
Garden, Teacher & Staff Appreciation, Reflex Math, and many more….  

We could not do any of this without the help and support of our PTA members and Fox families. You can 
join the PTA even if you cannot actively participate or volunteer on a regular basis. Being a PTA member is 
for every parent! Your voice and ideas can help improve the quality of education for your children and 
their peers.  Membership is $10 per adult.  Forms are available on our website or in the school lobby. 
 

Thank you, 

Stacey Kim 

President Dorothy Fox PTA 
staceykimpta@gmail.com 

SUPPORT  

DOROTHY FOX PTA 

WHEN YOU SHOP! 

 

NEWS FROM THE 

STAY CONNECTED! 

VISIT OUR NEW DOROTHY FOX PTA WEBSITE!!  

Get all the latest up to date information.  

Sign up to receive a weekly Newsflash email, find ways to volun-
teer, and much, much more! 

www.dorothyfoxpta.org 

Evening Fox PTA meeting in October 2015 

During the Day Fox PTA meeting in November 

http://www.dorothyfoxpta.org

